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BATHURST  STAMP,  COIN,  COLLECTABLES 

&  LAPIDARY  CLUB INC 

NEWSLETTER 
     MEETINGS  ARE  HELD  ON  THE  FIRST  MONDAY  EACH  MONTH - EXCEPT  JANUARY. 

         AT  THE  CLUBHOUSE (OLD EGLINTON FIRE SHED), PARK STREET, EGLINTON. 

       Meetings commence at 7.30pm. Enquires 63315404 AH or write P.O. Box 9156, Bathurst 2795 

                                 Editor amcrae@lisp.com.au                  www.philas.org.au/bathurst   
 

MAY – JUNE 2016  Issue 
 

UPCOMING  PROGRAM 
 

27th April      Wednesday – Silver workshop in the Clubrooms – 9am to 12 noon.  
 

2nd May   Monthly Meeting - 7.30pm – Guest Speakers –  Club Competition – ‘A display of your 

favourite hobby. Remember your ‘Latest Acquisition’. 
 

6th June   Monthly Meeting - 7.30pm – Guest Speakers – Club Competition – ‘Informative display 

on any aspect of collecting.’ Remember your ‘Latest Acquisition’. 
 

4 July    Monthly Meeting - 7.30pm – Guest Speakers – Club Competition - ‘An item or 

collection relating to Bathurst and district’.  Remember your ‘Latest Acquisition’. 
 

21st July  (Thursday) Talk by Paul Storm – “The Hennings and Bathurst.” 7.30pm start at 

Uniting Church Hall in William Street.  Rachel Henning wrote a series of letters that 

described Bathurst as “an ugly place enough, all brick and dust.” She even said her 

sister’s house “is not beautiful”. Rachel was born in April 1826, arrived in Australia in 

1854, returned to England in 1856, and settled permanently in Australia in 1861. She died 

in 1914. Her sister Amelia (“Amy”) was born in March 1832 and arrived in Australia 

with Rachel in October 1854. In September 1855 she married Thomas Sloman, a banker 

in Bathurst, N.S.W. and travelled to Bathurst which became her home.  
 

1st August   Monthly Meeting - 7.30pm – Guest Speakers – Club Competition - ‘Six Favourite 

Items’. Remember your ‘Latest Acquisition’. 
 

5th September  Monthly Meeting - 7.30pm – Guest Speakers – Club Competition – ‘General 

Collection’. Remember your ‘Latest Acquisition’.  
 

10th October   Monthly Meeting - 7.30pm – Guest Speakers – Club Competition – ‘Informative display 

on some aspect of your family e.g. photographs, items they may have owned, family 

heirlooms etc. Remember your ‘Latest Acquisition’. 
 

29th October   Saturday - Open Day, Displays and Demonstrations & Garage Sale at the Clubhouse 8am 

to 2pm. This is a combined project by the Bathurst Stamp, Coin, Collectables and 

Lapidary Club and the Bead & Wirecraft Guild and will include stamps, coins, 

collectables and lapidary displays, demonstrations of lapidary and jewellery making 

inside. Outside will have items for sale with members and others selling their unwanted 

goods.   
 

14th - 17th April 2017  Easter Friday to Monday GEMBOREE 2017 - the 53rd National Gem & Mineral           

                              Show, at the Tony Luchetti Showground at Lithgow. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

Since my last report there has been some activity at the club with a talk by me on 

fluorescent minerals. It was a shame that all of you were not there to witness this 

mesmerising phenomenon on how fluorescence was originally discovered and how it 

actually works. Plus we had “The green egg” which was passed around. This is a 

phosphor luminescent rock which glows after being charged with white light for up to a 

week later. My wife had to run the Geiger counter over it because she insisted it was 

radioactive and because I had one for my grandson she was taking no chances. 
 

Well the show scene has really started with Glen Innes. It was a good show with many good quality specimens 

from all over the world on offer. I have just got back from the Canberra show which is always a great success, it 

is a well-run event and everyone always has a good time. 
 

There is a show being run by Rob Scott at Bathurst in September this year and he has offered a stall for our club 

to exhibit our members many skills incorporated at the Eglinton club rooms. We are looking forward to the time 

we can obtain an electroplating system for our club, which I am sure 

will broaden the scope of activities and attract more people to 

jewellery making. 
 

Sadly we have lost one of our past members Harry Leil Stephen, 

although I did not know him well. He was always there when 

assistance was needed at our shows. Harry for a number of years 

helped the Bathurst Stamp, Coin, Collectables and Lapidary Club 

and assisted with the setting up of BATHEX, then worked for the 

weekend often on the gate and was back to clean up. He helped 

paint items and did various jobs as well.  
 

The trophies (right) are looking great for the GEMBOREE 2017, 

being held at the Tony Luchetti Showground in Lithgow next year. 

It is the 53rd National Gem & Mineral Show and will be held from 

Friday 14th to Monday 17th April, 2017. The event is being staged by the Gem & Lapidary Council of N.S.W. 

Inc., under the auspices of the Australian Federation of Lapidary & Allied Crafts Association Inc.   

Chris Oliver - President 
ooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooo 

 

SOFALA SHOW – A GREAT SUCCESS  
 

The 39th Annual Sofala Show held on Sunday 28th February 

where various members of the BSCC&L Club took part in their 

Collectables Competition. As usual the Sofala Show enjoyed good 

patronage with many sections of the show receiving record entries. 

Sue Callen, Elaine Holland, Ernst Holland and Alan McRae all 

received Champion and other ribbons in the various sections. Sue 

had various philatelic displays as well as collectables which created 

a good deal of 

interest. Sue won 

the ribbon for the 

Most Interesting Display in ‘Domestic or Nursery’. Ernst had a 

fine display of cut agates and faceted gems, a display with an 

educational model gantry called “The Ore Process” and a model 

timber truck containing “The Ore”. Ernest also took along a 

display of bicycles which also gained him a ribbon.   
 

Elaine sent along her superb display of Shelley Jenolan caves 

souvenir ware consisting of vases, jugs and plates. Alan took 
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some stamp displays and a selection of Celtic and Roman 

artefacts, a display from the Siege of Mafeking which took place 

during the Boer War and an exhibit relating to Primitive man 

with worked stone artefacts and fossils.  
 

Left – Elaine Holland’s display featuring Jenolan Caves. The 

cave’s system are the largest, magnificently spectacular and most 

famous caves in Australia.  In fact they are the world’s oldest 

cave systems.  Elaine has been collecting Shelley Souvenirware 

since she worked at the caves for many years. Staffordshire 

potters Shelley were known as Wileman until the early 1900s. 

They commenced manufacturing beautiful china items from the 

mid 1800s, when the Wileman family owned the Foley Pottery 

Works, where they initially produced fine bone china items such 

as cups and saucers, small plates, cream and milk jugs, etc. from their second new works. Later in the 1870s 

Joseph B. Shelley joined the company and eventually running the fine china works. The name “Shelley” became 

official in 1925 but it wasn’t until the 1940s and 1950s that they saw a market for souvenir chinaware. 

Production continued until 1966 when they sold out to Allied English Potteries. 
ooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooo 

 

GENTLEMEN’S  SHAVING  CREAM 
 

The Army and Navy Co-Operative Society Limited was 

founded in September 1871 by a group of British army and 

navy officers. Approved gentlemen could purchase a 

shareholding in the company for which they received an Army 

& Navy Co-operative Society shareholder’s ticket. Others could 

become annual subscribers and given a ‘ticket’ which had to be 

presented to staff when making their purchases. 
 

Shareholders shared in the profits of the business, however they 

needed to have some military, militia, yeomanry or naval 

service. Others by association, such as officer’s wives, aides, 

secretaries, were also eligible. The Army and Navy Co-

Operative Society was presided over by a board of directors 

many of whom had retired as officers from the army and navy. 

They set up at 117 Victoria Street in Westminster. The 

Society’s first managing director was Major Frederick Bradford McCrea. 
 

Their first store was opened in leased premises in 1872 in London initially selling only groceries however this 

quickly expanded within twelve months. It was their intention to “supply articles of domestic consumption and 

general use to its members at the lowest remunerative rates”. Goods could be despatched around the country and 

overseas mainly via the postal system. They ended up selling a diverse range of goods such as - drapery, 

furnishings, hallmarked silverware, clothing and tailoring service, drugs and medicines from their own chemist, 

stationery, fancy goods and even firearms. All their products featured their name in one form of another.  
 

From 1876 they were offering a banking department to its members. By 1878 they had introduced their first 

refreshments rooms. More customers became members and in this same year they branched out overseas to Paris 

and Leipzig. From 1890 the organisation commenced opening stores in India, at Mumbai, and in Karachi the 

following year, and others later.  New locations were also being added around Great Britain over a number of 

years. During the First World War the company supplied goods on a contract basis to the British War Office. 
 

Many of the mature generation would have seen the old, often ornate, ceramic potlids that once covered products 

such as toothpaste, cold cream, soap, hair cream, shaving cream, glycerine cream, plate polish, corn cure 

ointment and eye ointments.   Toothpastes and toothpaste powders were sold in the late 1800’s in small ceramic 

pots with some quite beautiful lids advertising the virtues of the product.   
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However, not all people purchased commercially made 

toothpaste till it came in tubes.  My aunt once related to me that 

my grandmother would make up a mouthwash with 1 teaspoon of 

baking soda to 2 cups of warm water to rinse her mouth daily.  In 

my grandmothers old recipe book (written in pencil) was a 

‘recipe for toothpaste’ – use one tablespoon of baking soda and 

mix with enough clean water to make a paste.  One then used 

their toothbrush (with fibre bristles) to clean the teeth.  Grandma 

had noted ‘good for polishing and cleaning stained teeth.’   
 

To have pots and lids made with one’s name on it was obviously 

quite prestigious and expensive, few obviously failing to see the 

advertising value that was used by men such as those managing 

the Army and Navy Co-Operative Society, especially on their 

almond shaving cream ceramic pot (trademark left). They 

produced their shaving pots in green and brown.  This pot lid boasts a sepia underglaze transfer print.  
 

There were great advancements in lathered shaving creams by the late 1890s and 1900s though it was the 

beginning of the end when the first practical electric shaver was invented by Jacob Schick in 1923. 
 

OoooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooo 
 

QUARTZ  ON  FLUORITE  FROM  MOROCCAN  MINE 

With the interest increasing in 

collecting rocks, mineral and 

fossils there are some superb 

mineral specimens finding 

their way into the market 

place these days at gem and 

mineral shows. Mineralogists 

usually find the various 

crystalline forms of great 

interest and it comes in a great 

range of colours, as well as 

being found bi-coloured. Thus 

fluorite can be an ornamental 

stone.  
 

One such specimen is the 

quartz on fluorite (above) from the El Hammom Mine, Djebel Meknes, in Morocco which has given up some 

beautiful specimens and is composed of calcium fluoride. The fluorite mine is located some 40 kilometers south-

west of Meknes where the mine was named after the mountain where it is situated - Djebel el Hammam. 
 

This mineral’s name was stemmed from the Latin word “fluere” which means “to flow”, with fluorite being a 

popular mineral with both the Romans and Greeks. For the Romans fluorite related to the Goddess of Women, 

Bona Dea, who was responsible for fertility and children. The Romans were so involved with their gods and 

goddesses they often put allegorical figures or personifications onto their coinage.  The Goddess of Women is 

generally portrayed sitting on a throne accompanied by a cornucopia signifying great abundance. Intertwined 

somewhere would be a snake which embodies healing.    
 

The Greeks, like the Romans, used fluorite for ornamental carvings which were worn on special occasions, along 

with special drinking cups, even though the fluorite was a bit soft, as fluorite has a hardness of four on Mohs 

Hardness Scale. Both civilisations used fluorite as a talisman to maintain their health, children and to bring 

wealth. In the 1500s fluorite was used as a flux in metal making. Ironically excellent quality fluorite was sought 

after to use in manufacturing high grade optical lenses for equipment such as microscopes, telescopes and 

cameras. 
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Fluorite is known for its colour variety and can be found in a multiplicity of hues – from greens, purples, blues, 

yellows, reds, pinks, browns, white and black, as well as colorless.  Often collectors will put specimens of pieces 

of fluorite under an ultraviolet light to allow it to fluoresce. Generally it seems the colour blue is the most 

predominant colour to show up in the fluorescence, whilst other specimens will give purples, reds and varieties 

of green. The different colourations are due to distinctive impurities. 
 

The El Hammam vein, which is about four kilometers long, isn’t the only fluorite mine in Morocco as other 

veins are also worked to yield differing colours such as yellow, pale green and purple.  
 

Fluorite can be found in various locations around the world such as Canada, Africa, Switzerland, Greece, Britain, 

United States of America, Germany, Mexico and where else but China. Fluorite is often found associated with 

metallic ores such as silver, lead, zinc. As collectors would know fluorite can crystallise in massive forms as well 

as statuesque isometric cubes, clusters and nodules.  The mineral has a transparent to translucent look with a 

vitreous lustre and make great display items.  
ooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooo 

 

LAST TEN POUND BANKNOTE DESIGN  
 

 

I’m sure most members of the Bathurst Stamp, Coin, Collectables and Lapidary Club will remember these pre-

decimal ten pound notes, or ten quid as we used to say. Across the top were the words “COMMONWEALTH 

OF AUSTRALIA” and they featured Governor Arthur Phillip with black writing and red underprint. The 

watermark you will probably remember was Captain James Cook. They measured 181 mm × 79 mm. Mr. H.C. 

Coombs, as Governor of the Reserve Bank, signed on the left of the note and Rowland Wilson, as Secretary to 

the Treasury, signed on the right on the obverse side of the note.  
 

As was the practice many of our nations early notes reflect Australia’s economic development. The reverse side 

of this note (on the next page) featured, as was a common practice in those days, an allegorical figure of a 

woman with compass, science and industry.  
 

Mr. H.C. Coombs was probably better known as Herbert “Nugget” Coombs and he held the position from 1949 

until 1968 and had the responsibility for the changeover from our pounds, shillings & pence to decimal currency 

on 14th February, 1966. In fact “Nugget” Coombs has the honor of being Australia’s longest serving signatory 

on notes as Reserve Bank governor. He was the last signatory for the 1939 - 1952 King George V1 issues before 

the two signatures series were introduced for our current queen, Queen Elizabeth, from 1954 until 

decimalisation.  
 

Roland Wilson took over his job from April 1951 to October 1966 serving as our nation’s Secretary to the 

Treasury and then went on to the new decimal notes. Up until 1960 the Commonwealth Bank was actually 

responsible for printing our nation’s notes after which the Reserve Bank took over this responsibility.    
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For some reason officials decided to alter the reverse design from the formerly elaborate design featuring 

agricultural and pastoral undertakings to scientific and industrial themes on this red £10 note below. Along with 

the lady on the right holding her dividers the central design shows a design powered by electricity, chemistry 

experiments and implications, along with a pair of balance scales and a cog, all supposedly indicating research. It 

turns out that the lady on the note was Mrs. Nartiss, a model, who posed for the photographic portrait.  

 

So when this note was first issued in 1952,what was the average wage back then? Well, men earned an average 

£9 a week, though women were paid just £5. Today if one converted it to what is received they would be paid on 

average - £495 per week for men and £318 weekly for women. In 1952 you could buy a house for just £1,891. 
 

So what was food worth back in the early 1950s – you could buy a 1lb box of chocolates for 18/6, Carnation 

milk per can at 1 shilling, whole chickens cost 4 shillings a pound, Heinz Cream of Tomato soup at one and 

threepence per can, Kraft Cheese Slices at 2/9 a packet, cabbages sixpence each,  Kelloggs Shreaded Wheat were 

one shilling and sixpence a packet, apples were 2 shillings a 1lb., Tomato Juice was one and threepence, Cream 

Corn was 4 shilling for three cans, loaf of bread – family size was one shilling as was a jelly, Campbell’s Tomato 

Soup was a shilling also.  Bananas were a shilling a lb., hard cheese was 4 shillings a 1lb., minced meat was 8 

shillings a 1lb with lamb chops just 4 shilling a 1lb.  
ooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooo 

 

TELEGRAPH  CABLES  TO  TASMANIA  SAW  A  STAMP  ISSUE   

 

Telegraph cables had been laid 

under the ocean in 1857 to the 

island but the cables broke so the 

project had to be abandoned. 

Then on Saturday 1st May, 

1869, the final connection was 

made to the new submarine 

cable that was to link the island 

of Tasmania over to Victoria and 

the rest of the world, via Low 

Head and Cape Schank. The first 

message was sent on the same 

day with the cable being 

operated by the Victorian and 

Tasmanian Submarine Cable Co. 
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The lack of communication with the mainland and the 

rest of the world had been holding up Tasmania’s 

economy for decades. The obstacles of not being in 

touch meant that Tasmanians were always a week or so 

behind in news and business transactions.  The new 

telegraph service meant that people could exchange 

messages between the far-flung towns and cities around 

Australia, travelling thousands of miles away in the 

space of just minutes.    
 

The operators sent their Morse code messages to 

Victoria and were received by Morse-code operators in 

their small receiving hut which had been constructed on 

the beach. Messages were then decoded by hand. The 

decoded message was then taken to the operations 

house staff before being transferred to the Government Telegraph Office. 
 

It seems that while it was costly to lay the submarine cables they were actually easier to get into place on the sea 

floor and maintain, than overland cables. Special ships were constructed or modified to lay the underwater 

cables, one such vessel was the “Great Eastern”.  A duplicate cable was laid to Tasmania in 1885. After 

Federation in 1901, the Commonwealth Government took over the responsibility for communications, 

establishing the P.M.G. and later taking over the operation when the company’s license when it ran out in 1909. 
 

The old telegraph cables remained in use until 1936 when it was replaced by telephone cable, using the original 

route from Cape Otway. 
 

The Postmaster General’s Department issued two 

postage stamps on April Fool’s Day, 1st April, 1936, 

to commemorate the opening of the submarine 

telephone cable communications between Tasmania 

and the mainland. The design boasted the ancient 

Greek goddess Amphitrite standing in a scallop shell 

and holding up a section of the telegraph cable. Behind 

her figure is a seascape with a coastal section on the 

left representing Appolo Bay, with the township of 

Stanley in Tasmania in the distance. Amphitrite was 

the goddess queen of the sea, the wife of King 

Poseidon, and was usually depicted nude. She was 

considered the female personification of the sea. Stamp 

designers made sure their ‘goddess’ was wearing clothing for the stamp design. Supposedly Amphitrite had a son 

who was called ‘Triton’. 
 

A red two pence stamp and a blue threepence denomination were issued with 89,116,000 of the red issue and just 

3,902,000 of the blue. The year 1936 appeared under the denomination in each bottom corner. As had become 

the practice the word ‘POSTAGE” appears twice on the stamp, under the word ‘AUSTRALIA’. The stamps were 

printed on watermarked paper with 11½ perforations.   
 

ooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooo 
 

AUSTRALIA’S  FIRST  STAMP  FEATURED  A  KANGAROO AND  CAUSED  AN  UPROAR! 
 

Prior to the six Australian colonies forming up into the Commonwealth of Australia on 1st January, 1901, each 

had separate postal systems, prices and arrangements. However after Federation they were still required to 

continue operating their own postal service and issue more of their own stamps until the Commonwealth could 

get organised under section 51(v) of the Commonwealth of Australia Constitution 1900, to take over the postal 

and telegraphic departments and issue Commonwealth of Australia postage stamps.  
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Although the Commonwealth’s Postmaster-General’s Department did not became effective until 1st March, 

1901, it was 1913 before the first Commonwealth uniform postage stamps were issued. Before this, authorities 

had to negotiate uniform postal rates. Finally on 1st May, 1911, rates became uniform between the various States 

with one penny becoming the uniform domestic postage rate.  
 

In 1911 the Postmaster-General’ Department decided to hold a Stamp Design Competition to obtain a design for 

their uniform series of Commonwealth postage stamps. Postal officials 

wanted a design that contained “features characteristic of Australia”. Over 

one thousand entries rolled in, far more than were expected but there were no 

winning designs, though some prizemoney was paid out. One entrant, artist 

Blamire Young, was commissioned to organise some alternative designs so 

from these the Kangaroo and Map series of 

stamps came into being. The final design was 

quite a simple drawing featuring a kangaroo 

illustrated against a map of Australia, but it was 

the first British Commonwealth stamp designs 

not to depict a member of the British monarchy, 

it was unpatriotic some felt! 
 

Thus, even before it was issued it was stirring up 

controversy. One layout had omitted Tasmania 

from the design altogether. Some people claimed that there were rabbits in the grass 

around the kangaroo’s legs. Finally on 2nd January, 1913, the first issue of the red 

one penny Kangaroo and Map stamps (left) were issued.  
 

This first definitive issue had fifteen stamps ranged in value from the green ½d 

(halfpenny below) to £2 (two pounds). The Kangaroo and Map design was 

ordered by the Fisher Labor Government, which had in its ranks a number of 

pro-republicans who strenuously opposed the incorporation of the monarch’s 

profile on Australian stamps.  
 

To allow for various Government departments to get free postal services for 

official use postal authorities issued three types 

of ‘OS’ (Official Service) issues – the 

perforated large OS, the perforated small OS 

and the overprinted OS for use on official 

government mail (right). The roo series gave 

collectors a massive amount of material with 

various colours, shades, flaws, engraving faults, paper, watermarks, etc.  
 

One of the first acts of the Cook Liberal 

Government, sworn in on 14th June, 1913, was to 

order a series of postage stamps with the profile 

of George V (left). On 8th December, 1913, the 

first of these, an engraved 1d carmine-red, 

appeared in Post Offices. Soon after, typographed values of the design ranging 

from ½d (halfpenny) to 1/4d (one shilling and four pence) appeared.  
 

As it happened the Postmaster-General’s Department actually used both designs, 

selling both throughout Australia in the various Post Offices with the Kangaroo 

and Map design staying on sale for 38 years, some even after World War Two, 

whilst the George V series were used for 23 years.    
 

© Alan McRae – FAIHA – Newsletter Editor 1984 – 2016 


