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Your  local  Dealer 
 Write, phone or fax for your free copy of one of our competitive 
price lists: 
  1.  Australia and Territories 
  2.  Australian Colonies (pre-Federation) 
  3.  New Zealand 
  4.  South Pacific Islands 
 
 We stock most brands of albums, catalogues and accessories 
and can deliver them to you personally or at stamp club meetings with 
only two days notice.  
 We also service want lists and provide professional insurance 
valuations.  We buy and sell quality stamps and collections, post-
cards, phonecards and cigarette cards.  We accept Bankcard, Master-
card, Visa, American Express, cheques, money orders and (of course) 
cash. Give us a try, you’ll be pleasantly surprised by our competitive 
prices and friendly service. 

P.O. Box 259 Newport Beach, NSW, 2106 
Phone: (02) 9979 1561 
 Fax:   (02) 9979 1577 

 website:  www.ozemail.com.au/~pittwaterstamps/ 
 email:              pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au 

Sponsors of the Pittwater Philatelic Shield 

Shop 18, 331 - 335 Barrenjoey Road, Newport  (by appointment) 
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Coming up: 
 
  This week, on Thursday 10 February, we will see a 
marvellous pot-pourri of Mail to and from Dunedin, New Zealand at 
the Dee Why meeting.  Lynda McCarthy has been patiently 
gathering materials on this topic and has accumulated a wealth of 
items from the 19th century to the modern day.  Although initially 
collected in no particular order, the material has revealed its own 
patterns and surprises which Lynda will set out for us. 
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Meets on the second Thursday of every 
month at 8.00 pm. 

 
St David’s Uniting Church Hall, Dee 

Why.  Doors open at 6.30 pm. 
 

President:           Ed Wolf  
Hon. Treasurer:  John Au 

Manly-Warringah 
Rugby League Club              

Stamp Club 
 

 
 

Meets on the fourth Tuesday 
of every  month at 8.00 pm. 

 
M-W Rugby League Club Car Park 
Building, Federal Parade, Brookvale 

 
President:     Rod Sell 
Hon. Treasurer:  John Higgs 

Secretary:  Graeme Morriss,  PO Box 80 Manly NSW 1655,    phone 9905 3255  
email:  stampsmw@bizland.com.au      

websites:    www.philas.org/manlywarringah 
          www.philas.org/mwrlcstampclub 

 

Coming up (continued): 
      On Tuesday 22 February at 
Brookvale, John Pearson will show his collection of South Australian 
Colonial Issues.  We are incredibly fortunate to have a collector of 
pre-Federation Australia of John’s calibre in our club.  Not only does 
he have a wealth of material (as only a dealer prepared to travel to the 
far corners of Australia could accumulate) but he also relates the 
richly-detailed stories behind the stamps.  For example, why were the 
perforating machines operated by children? 
 For the story behind one pair of ‘stamps’, see page 4 of this 
newsletter. 
 
 One of the hardest-working collectors in Sydney has to be 
Wilson Ilbery.  Wilson recently celebrated his 70th birthday by going 
to PHILAS House to work on lots for the next PHILAS Auction.  He 
will be displaying Australian Wartime Patriotic Labels at Dee Why on 
Thursday 10 March.  These labels tell us a lot about a previous  time 
in Australia and should not be missed. 
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clubs were amongst the most active and if we stopped hosting a major 
event what did this say about the health of the hobby? 
 Graeme said that a September event would not clash with the 
Sydney National Exhibition in April. 
 Ed said that we were the only regular annual event to include a 
formally-judged exhibition. 
 John Pearson said that it was important to differentiate from the 
national exhibition – he thought that an inter-club one-frame 
competition was the best format. 
 Ed said that soliciting club entries was too difficult.  He thought 
that individual entries, of any number of frames were best but that the 
formal judging should be dispensed with.  In discussion, Rod 
suggested extending the invitations to enter via the clubs’ mailing list. 
 Peter Lehmann thought that the event should include an auction, 
with the Lots advertised in advance of the event (ie like a catalogue). 
 
Motion: That the Society co-sponsor a 2011 Northern Beaches 
Stamp Expo at the Dee Why RSL Club on 10 – 11 September with a 
non-competitive exhibition, without a limit to the number of frames per 
entry, featuring entries from our own members in the first instance and 
members of other clubs by invitation.  (moved Ed Wolf; seconded John 
Higgs).  Passed. 
 
Motion: That there be an auction on both days of the Expo with a 
minimum reserve and other conditions in a format to be determined by 
an auction sub-committee.  (moved Peter Lehmann; seconded Rod 
Sell).  Passed. 
 
The auction sub-committee was agreed to be Peter Lehmann, Rod Sell 
and Tony Hoare. 
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Northern Beaches Stamp Expo 2011 
 
 The following is an extract from the Minutes of the Committee 
meeting held in November 2010: 
 
 Ed Wolf circulated the final version of the 2010 Expo financial 
summary (attached).  He asked if it was still appropriate for the event 
surplus / loss to be distributed between the two clubs on a 60:40 ratio.  
The original reasons for this no longer applied. 
 
Motion: That from the 2011 Northern Beaches Expo the surplus or 
loss be distributed between the two clubs at the ratio of 90% to MWPS 
and 10% to MWRLCSC.  (moved Rod Sell; seconded Owen O’Neill).
 Passed. 
 
 Ed reported that there had been only one unsolicited entry from 
the public – Paul Thomas, Henri Dunant, Founder of the Red Cross.  
The other entries had been solicited from distinguished philatelists, 
many of whom had been attending an APF executive meeting in 
Adelaide that weekend.  Procuring entries was becoming extremely 
difficult.  He suggested that the clubs could revert to the format of a 
local members’ non-competitive exhibition. 
 Graeme reminded members that there had been four original 
reasons for holding the Expo from 1996:  the availability of the 
League’s Club meeting room; the need to boost the clubs’ finances; the 
lack of major Sydney events for interstate dealers and the desire to 
encourage local members to enter their collections in exhibitions.  
None of these reasons still applied. 
 John Pearson agreed that the availability of the room had 
provided a fantastic opportunity to hold a major event.  The booklet 
sales and dealer table fees had boosted the clubs’ finances.  Dealer 
sales had declined from a peak reached at the Icepex 2007 event but 
were still acceptable.  Market days such as the reinvigorated Winter’s 
Day with Stamps and dealer shows at Petersham and Randwick had 
reduced the need for sales events.  However, the Manly-Warringah 
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Saturday 12 March at PHILAS House, 17 Brisbane Street, city. 
  PHILAS Auction 
 

Saturday 19 March at Brookvale 
  Quarterly Stamp Market, 10.00 am to 4.00 pm. 
 

Tuesday 22 March at Brookvale, bring along anything from your 
collection that relates to Great Britain.  Yes, Badgers on Stamps is 
acceptable, also British Framas and Airmail Flights by British 
Railway Companies (you think I’m joking?). 
 

Thursday 14 April at Dee Why, Graeme Morriss will display New 
Zealand Antarctic. 
 

Tuesday 26 April at Dee Why, Barry Reeve will show his 
collection of Stamp Exhibitions material. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Gloria Bradley for helping the NSW 
team win the Australasian Challenge at the Mandurah Stamp 
Exhibition in Western Australia in November 2010.  This is the first 
time than a team from one State has won two years running. 
 
Gloria’s personal award was a Vermeil (Silver / Gold) for her exhibit 
of Swiss National Day Postal Cards.  Her trophy is pictured.  Gloria 
is already adding new material for its next outing at the Sydney 
Stamp Exhibition at Randwick Race Course, 31 March - 2 April. 
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A  Major  South  Australian  Rarity? 
 

     John Pearson 
 
In philately, not everything is as it first seems. 
When I first saw this item in a dealer's stock my 
eyes lit up! It appeared to be a mint pair of the 
6d value of South Australia's first issue, the 
1855 imperforate London printing by Perkins 
Bacon on “Large Star” watermarked paper. Singles of a mint stamp 
(SG 3) catalogue at ₤2,750 each! I certainly didn't have a mint 
single let alone a handsome mint pair such as this.  
The stamps are undamaged and are a wonderful example of the 
engraver's art. The stamps are not forgeries. However, plate proofs 
of all four values were produced by Perkins Bacon in London on 
un-watermarked paper. The 1d and 6d plate proofs were produced 
in the issued colours of dark green and deep blue respectively. The 
2d and 1/- values were produced in black. (As an aside, further 
reprinted plate proofs were produced in Australia in 1905 on ribbed 
paper). 

I became suspicious on several grounds. Firstly, such a mint pair 
would be a major world-class rarity for sale at an international 
auction, not sitting in a dealer's stockbook.  Secondly, SG has 
recently added a footnote warning of such watermark forgeries.  
Thirdly, I compared it to other stamps with the same watermark and 
although the dimensions of the "star" were a good match, it didn't 
quite "look right" compared to the issued stamps.  Someone had 
decided to "upgrade" this genuine plate proof pair by "adding" a 
watermark plus gum to make it appear to be rare mint examples of 
the issued stamp. 

Watermark forgeries are quite an unusual form of philatelic fakery. 
There are two techniques. The more common method had been 
applied here. The pair had been dampened; a faked dandy roll had 
then been manufactured - in this case in the shape of the genuine 
large star watermark. The faked dandy had then been pressed hard 
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into the pair whilst it was damp and then allowed to dry. Gum was 
then applied. It is a simulation of the genuine method of creating a 
watermark. The less common method is to slice a stamp with an 
existing watermark creating a "thin" version of the stamp. A faked 
dandy is then applied to the now very thin (and damp) stamp. It is 
then re-backed. Several watermark rarities of early NSW have been 
forged in this manner.  

I collect die proofs, plate proofs and colour trials as well as the 
issued stamps. I think such items add flavour to my collection. 
Although I reject forgeries in my collection, this is a genuine 
contemporary plate proof of an attractive issue. Therefore I allow 
the stamp to be with its genuine issued counterparts despite the 
forged watermark. Indeed, this is one of my favourite South 
Australian items!" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John will show this and other important South Australian stamps at 
Brookvale on Tuesday 22 February.  Be there! 


