
    DATES          DETAILS
Thur 13 Feb 2014 Display by John Pugsley “SELECTION OF ONE FRAMERS”
Sun 16 Feb 2014 Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at  WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m
Wed 19 Feb 2014 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton East,  

Display by Ed Burnard – “THE LAST COUPLE OF YEARS - GREAT BRITAIN & NZ”.
Thursday 20 Feb 2014 STAMP  AUCTION  NIGHT  (details, phone Don Catterall  02 - 4943 5639)

Thurs 13 Mar 2014 Display by Ron Davis “PECULIAR PLACES AROUND THE WORLD”
Sun 16 Mar 2014 Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at  WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m
Wed 19 Mar 2014 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton East,  

Display by John Hill – “COCOS ISLAND”.
Sun 6 April Swap and Sale DAY, 10 to 3pm, Studio 48, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton.

Thurs 10th Apr 2014 POPULAR CHOICE - 6 Pages of Something Philatelic Starting with the Letter “W”
Wed 16 Apr 2014 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton East,  

Display by John Moore – “HANDLING and TREATMENT AUSTRALIAN REGISTERED MAIL”.

Sun. 20April 2014 Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at  WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m
Thurs 8 May 2014 Display by  Warren Oliver “NSW Part III” 
Sun. 18 May 2014 Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at  WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m
Wed. 21 May 2014 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton East,  

Display by Dave Roberts– “TBA”

Thursday 22 May 2014 STAMP  AUCTION  NIGHT  (details, phone Don Catterall  02 - 4943 5639)
Thurs 12 June 2014 Display by  Wilson Ilbery “NSW RAILWAY PARCEL STAMPS” 
Sun. 15 June 2014 Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at  WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m
Wed. 18 June 2014 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton East,  

Display by Don Rutherford– “SOUTH GEORGIA, etc”
Thur 19 June SWAP AND SALE NIGHT (details, phone Don Catterall 02 - 4943 5639)

WHAT’S ON IN YOUR SOCIETY
THE NEWCASTLE PHILATELIC SOCIETY MEETS 7.30pm SECOND THURSDAY of EACH MONTH

MAYFIELD EX-SERVICES CLUB, 2nd FLOOR MEETING ROOM, HANBURY STREET , MAYFIELD AND
EACH THIRD WEDNESDAY AT 10.00 a.m. AT STUDIO 48, 48 MACKIE AVENUE, NEW LAMBTON EAST.

VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME
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THE SECRETARY’S SNIPPETS,  February 2014
It is timely that members are reminded of our April Popular Choice competition of six pages on a philatelic topic starting 
with the letter “W”.
On 14th to 16th March, Canberra will be hosting a part-National Stamp Exhibition with approximately 370 frames of 
exhibits. Held in the Hellenic Club at Woden town centre, this popular exhibition usually attracts a fair number of Newcas-
tle members who enjoy the fellowship of fellow collectors, and view the great exhibits, as well as hopefully being able to 
purchase new items for their collections from the dealers.
For those that are not aware, in lieu of a printed copy, you can receive an electronic copy of our Newsletter in full colour?   
If you are interested, please let me know at moore.john@optusnet.com.au and put “Request NPS Newsletter” in the 
subject line.
                                                                                                       Regards,                         - John Moore, Secretary 

*** Ten years ago, iron ore and coal contributed 10% of Australia's overseas earnings - now it is over 30%.   (SMH)



*****************************************************************************************
A PIECE FROM THE PRESIDENT,  February 2014

Now that the Christmas, New Year, school holiday period is over, it is time to settle back and pursue our philatelic 
interests, be they general or specialised collecting, preparing displays or exhibits, or scanning ebay and auction 
listings for those special items, etc.
For the Committee and other involved members, there is the need to promote both our Society and philately in 
general.   This is part of the Committee’s ongoing plan, with some progress being made.
At the January monthly meeting, all members were in favour of the Society securing and organising an exhibition 
in Newcastle.  We are currently considering a National - One Frame Exhibition during the later part of 2015.
Richmond Vale Railway Museum asked if the Society could provide a display for their Open Day on Australia 
Day.  Don Catterall, Russell Goddard and John Moore prepared three display frames (six sides) of postcard and 
stamp material on a railway theme, for them.   We have been invited to exhibit again, on other occasions.   A 
sincere “thank you” to Don, Russell and John for their effort.
Also on promoting our Society and attracting new members from our younger generations (relative to some of us 
septuagenarians), we have obtained a positive response from several of the larger shopping centres, to giving 
us floor space to set up frame displays.   These displays will be a great opportunity to present, to a large cross 
section of the public, the aspects and variety of our collecting hobby - (or would “passion” be a better word?). 
           -  Ed Burnard, President -
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******************************************************************
THE TRIBULATIONS OF A POSTMARK COLLECTOR :

NUMBER ONE.  N.S.W.   -    In the mid-1960’s, I was stationed in Narrabri  (which is where,  incidentally,   I met 
Carol) at the Public Works Department.   I had been doing a course at  the New England University, and decided 
that I HAD to go through a place called Cooplacurripa on my way south for a quick visit to Taree and Laurieton.   
AND I could pick up a postmark at NOWENDOC, too.    Well, I’ve been over some bad roads in my time, but those 
timber-getting roads on the slopes of the Great Dividing Range were incredible.…  My map didn’t give a distance 
from Nowendoc to COOPLACURRIPA,  so after I crossed the big river,  I crawled along in the car, looking on 
virtually every gate-post for the “Post Office” sign (I had been caught before!).  On and on I crawled, mile after 
mile, expecting to see SOME sign of settlement - a house, or something!   I was about to stop and drive back 
(“but I couldn’t possibly have missed it”, I thought) when I saw around a bend in the road a gum-booted woman 
driving a cow.   I asked her which 
way Cooplacurripa was.   “I don’t 
know”, she said, “but if you go up 
the driveway over there past those 
trees, you can ask Shirley at the 
Post Office”.  I was puzzled.  Even 
more so when I found that the 
“Post Office” was NUMBER ONE, a 
place not even on my map!    “Oh, 
Cooplacurripa’s just a bend in the 
road now,” the Postmistress said, 
putting my postcard in her apron 
pocket as she talked to me outside 
the house.  “Everyone moved here 
to Number One”....  It wasn’t until 
MUCH later that I found out that 
COOPLACURRIPA Post Office 
closed in the late 1890’s and was 
REPLACED by NUMBER ONE!   
 I never did get a Cooplacurripa 
postmark.            –Ron Davis -

OF INTEREST TO ALL NOVOCASTRIANS  : The memory of the Roman 
occupation of Britain survives in many place-names.   The Romans built 
fortified camps throughout Britain - they called them "castra" ("camp").    
As these Roman camps grew and became larger settlements, the Roman 
"castra" was frequently attached to older Celtic names.  In several vari-
ations, "castra" now forms a familiar element in such place names as 
Chester, Manchester, Winchester, Lancaster, Gloucester, Worcester and 
Rochester.  "Novo" is "new".  "Castra" is "camp", NOT  "castle"!!

***  Sign at the Electricity Company : “We would be delighted if you send in your payment.  But, if you don’t, you will be.”



*******************************************************************************************************************************

THE SECOND A.I.F. IN THE MIDDLE EAST, 1940 TO 1943
- display by Andrew Brockett (Sydney), Thursday 14th November 2013

The 1st A.I.F. (Australian Infantry Force) was a volunteer army.  The 2nd A.I.F. was formed in 1939 and 1940, the 6th and 
7th Divisions arriving in Palestine for training and equipping in 1940, later being moved to Egypt for further training.  Then 
followed battles in 1941 in Libya, at Tobruk, Bardia and Benghazi, including the famous siege of Tobruk.  In Tobruk, the 9th 

Division replaced the 6th Division, which was then sent to 
Greece and Crete, where they suffered heavy casualties 
and many were taken POW.  Then followed battles in Syria, 
followed by garrison duties there and in Lebanon.  The 6th 
and 7th Divisions returned to Australia in February 1942, 
while the 9th Division, after regrouping in Palestine, were 
sent to Egypt where they were involved in the El Alamein 
battles. They returned to Australia in February 1943.

Australian stamps were used by the troops in Palestine, 
but were not valid in other countries, such as Egypt.  In 
fact, in the Egyptian Army Post stamps, the British crown 
was omitted from the design to avoid inflaming Egyptian 
independence sensitivities.

Collectors of unusual addresses would have had a “field 
day”, with items such as “AIF FPO 12, Ikingi Maryut, 
Egypt”, and “AIF FPO 41, Quastina, Palestine (5 Feb 
1942)”, and AIF FPO 3, Giarabub Oasis, Libya (14 Feb 
1941).

   Tobruk, Libya, Active Service Cover, 25 Aug 1941                         A Travelling Post Office was operated by the 6th Division 
Postal Unit from a truck.  It did a circuit around the A.I.F. units 
in Southern Palestine.

FPO 444 was the 2/1 Australian General Hospital on Gaza 
Ridge, Palestine. The 2/2 Field Ambulance set up an advanced 
dressing station in a nearby cave to handle casualties during 
the assault on an Italian fortress in Tobruk (18 Jan 1941).

There were either 46 or 47 Australian Field Post Offices, 
and other military Post Offices, for instance those for New 
Zealand.  There was very little Australian mail from Greece 
or Crete.

 AIF Travelling P.O., Gaza Ridge     

(23 Sept 1940)

Air mail cover to the United States posted 
at AIF FPO 1, Kilo 89 Camp, Palestine, on 
9 August 1941.

             .

There was an Australian Base Post Office (ABPO) in 
Jerusalem in early 1940, which followed the 6th Division to 
Cairo in early 1941.

A.B./R.D.

Multi-censored letter, Gaza Ridge, Palestine, cancelled at 
the British Field Post Office 444, and at AIF FPO 44, 
8th September 1941.
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*** Sign in a Podiatrist's office :  "Time wounds all heels"



________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

INTERNATIONAL AIR MAIL TO AND FROM AUSTRALIA, JANUARY 1939 TO DECEMBER 1945
- display by David Collyer (Sydney), Thursday 12th December 2013

David said : “This topic is important because it shows how air mail got through, even though on parts of the route the mail 
went by surface means.  Air routes to Australasia are important because they are some of the world’s longest routes from 
either Europe and America.” 

His display was composed of eleven parts starting with what 
air services to Australia were like in the transition to war, then 
covering the war period :
• Outbreak of war -September 1939 to June 1940   
• Horseshoe route- June 1940 to December 1941
• Trans Pacific Service- 1939 to December 1941
• Isolation - January 1942 to June 1945, owing to Japanese 

naval and air activity.
Then he displayed the reconstruction period - June to December 
1945,  where services commenced rebuilding.

David went on : “Research on this topic involves selecting the 
information that best describes an item, in the case of “commercial 
airmail”, dates play an important part.  The literature that details 
flight research comes in when that literature is matched to a cover.  A couple of items that have recently come to light:
• An evacuation mail item for Dutch East Indies, February - March 1942, 
• a Kenya-Uganda-TanganyiKa cover from 1945 originally endorsed “via Lagos” and but flown on the Horseshoe route to India 
because of the “No air service available” cachet that has recently been tied to India.”

Some of the problems which cropped up during the War included :  Mail to Germany on a flight that was recalled at outbreak 
of the war;  Swedish mail routed via France – September-October 1939;   Disruption due to severe weather from January-
February 1940;   Suspension of services to Holland; Suspension of service from and to France 1940;
 Problems with mail posted in Great Britain at outbreak of war with Italy; Final Dutch Knilm scheduled service to Australia 
for evacuation of Netherlands East Indies mail; and  mail from Canada quarantined at Noumea, due to bubonic plague (!).

The old slogan “The mail must get through” was demonstrated by some devious, convoluted and ingenious routes for mail, 
such as mail from Vichy France transiting via Chicago USA, neutral Switzerland having border exchange points at Geneva 
and Basel,  Swiss alternative mail routes via Sweden 1944 and via Cherbourg (France) 1945, from Portuguese India to 
Australia via Durban (South Africa) 1945, and a courier service from Dutch New Guinea through Hong Kong 1945 endorsed 
“by air To sydney only”.

It brings up images of the old Pony Express riders in the U.S.A. battling through attacks by hostile Indians, and floods and 
tornados and heat and exhaustion and collapsing horses – but in the “modern” world !!

The cover illustrated above was carried by TEAL to New Zealand, Pan Am clipper across the Pacific to the U.S.A. then 
onwards by air to the United Kingdom (28th December 1940) – 2/11d postcard rate (exceedingly scarce, especially when on 
a 1½d postal card).

D.C./R.D.

*********************************************************************************************

For all those Christmas and Santa stamp collectors out there :

SANTA PERFECTS THE TREE TOP LANDING
 Not very long ago up at the North Pole, Santa was preparing for his annual 
trip,  but there were problems everywhere!  Four of his elves got sick and the 
trainee elves quickly fell behind in the production schedule, which got worse when 
they complained to the Elves Union that they were being overworked.   Then Mrs. 
Claus mentioned that her mother was coming to visit and would likely be stay-

ing for some time, which happened when Santa went to harness the reindeer and found that three of 
them were about to give birth and two had jumped the fence.  MORE STRESS.... Then when he began to 
load the sleigh, the toy bag fell to the ground and scattered the toys. Totally frustrated, Santa went 
into the house for a shot of whisky, only to find the trainee elves had beaten him to it.  In his fury he 
dropped his whisky glass which shattered over the kitchen floor, just before the vet called to say the 
reason that Rudolph had a red nose was because he was a secret alcoholic. Just then the door bell rang.  
Santa threw it open to find a little angel there with a great big Christmas tree.  In a singularly grating 
voice, she asked : "Where would you like me to put this tree, fat boy?"   

And that, girls and boys, is how the tradition of the little angel atop the Christmas tree began.

*** Sign on a garbage truck :  “Satisfaction Guaranteed, or twice your garbage returned.”
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  It depends upon what book you’re reading, but  
  THE LONGEST RECOGNISED PLACE NAME IN AUSTRALIA 
  is a lake in South Australia, 96 kilometres from 
Lake Eyre.    LAKE CADIBARRAWIRRACANNA has 19 letters in its name.    This is shown in 
the Guinness Book of Records, which also recorded a small spring in Central Australia 
called locally WARRALILLIALILLIALILLIA (23 letters).    Another “unofficial” name is 
a tiny dry salt-lake in South Australia, LAKE MIRRANPONGAPONGUNNA (also 19 letters).  
However, A.W.Reed in his “Place Names of Australia” lists as a possible competitor another 
Aboriginal word,  CARDIVILLAWARRACURRACURRACURRIEAPPALARNDOO  (42 letters), meaning “the 
reflection of the stars in the lake water”.    But this, fortunately, is not yet officially 
recognised as a named place.    The Reverend John Flynn, founder of the Flying Doctor 
Service,  in the  1930’s, cited the name of a lake in the Northern Territory as LAKE 
WARRAWARRA0IRALILIULLAMALULAC0UPALUNYA  (38 letters).    The meaning of this word is not 
known.    The SHORTEST PLACE NAMES  IN AUSTRALIA pale to insignificance, with names like 
UKI, KEW, AYR, CUE, TIA, and HAY.    There don’t appear to be any recorded 2-letter or 
1-letter names, like BA in Fiji, AU in Switzerland, or Y and Ă in France and Denmark 
respectively.    

The careful use of the word “official” means something - the longest UNofficlal native-
language name for BANGKOK has 167 letters!!  No, I won’t show it here !

**********************************
OUR SOCIETY’S 95TH BIRTHDAY PARTY, 29th November 2013.

The Newcastle Philatelic Society was formed in 1918, and in 2013 it had been in existence for 95 years.  So 
we decided that instead of having a “Christmas Party”, instead we would have a “95th Birthday Party”. (Yes, 
no doubt in 5 years time, we’ll have a 100th birthday party, but why wait that long ?). 
The Silver Dolphin Restaurant in Wests at Cardiff was the venue, in a private room, and 18 members 
with 6 partners attended.  For those who hadn’t been there before, in the smorgasbord area there was the 
mind-boggling sight of serveries full of mountains of food, complete with a chocolate fountain bubbling 
merrily alongside the icecream and gelato.  Fish, calamari, waffles, omelettes, roast vegetables, sausages, 
fried rice, boiled rice, various other sorts of rice, dimsims, grilled chicken, cold meat, mashed potato, fried 
onions, fruit, pavlova, trifle ….  Incredible !
Several members had brought along memorabilia related to the Society – photographs from away back, 
old minute books, old newsletters, competition medals, badges, historical documents – too many items to 
remember them all !
Bernie Doherty delivered a potted story about several current and past Society members and their 
involvement – John Moore, John Fordham, John Randle, Ron Davis, Carol Davis, Marie Simkus, Kevin 
Simkus, Ron and Dorothy Daley, Nanette Close, Dr. Denbeigh Garrard,, Trevor Dumbrill, Don Rutherford, 
Don Catterall, Tony Walker, Val Ross, and Dr. Paddy Lightfoot – but it was noted that he had very carefully 
omitted himself, so John Moore filled in with a story about Bernie !  And there was lots and lots of talking 
and chatting …  A really good night !

************************************
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In the UNITED STATES, almost 40% of 
food nationwide is wasted, according to the 
Natural Resources Defense Council.   It is es-
timated, for example, that 7 percent of food 
crops are never harvested, that 17 per-cent 
of meals served in restaurants and cafeterias 
remain uneaten, and that families throw out 
some 25 percent of the food they purchase.

FOR ALL THOSE Wildlife stamp and Teddy Bear 
collectors out there :

At brekkie time, Baby Bear looks into his small bowl.  It is 
empty.  “Who’s been eating my porridge?!!” he squeaks.
Papa Bear looks into his big bowl and notes the same.  “Who’s 
been eating my porridge?!!” he roars.
Mumma Bear puts her head through the serving hatch from 
the kitchen and yells : “For goodness sake, how many times do 
we have to go through this ?!?  It was Mumma Bear who got 
up first, it was Mumma Bear who woke everyone in the house, 
it was Mumma Bear who made the coffee, it was Mumma Bear 
who unloaded the dishwasher from last night and put every-
thing away, it was Mumma Bear who went out in the cold early 
morning air to fetch the newspaper, it was Mumma Bear who 
set the damn table, it was Mumma Bear who put the friggin’ cat 
out, cleaned the litter box, and filled the cat’s water and food 
dish, and now that you’ve decided to drag your sorry bear arses 
downstairs, and grace Mumma Bear’s kitchen with your grumpy 
presence, listen good, because I’m only going to say this one 
more time …. I HAVEN’T MADE THE  @#**#!  PORRIDGE YET !!!”

***  In 1978, 57% of the workforce belonged to a union –
in 2010 it was down to 18%   (SMH)



_______________________________________________________________________________________

THE  VISIT  BY  MAITLAND  STAMP  CLUB, Thursday 9th January 2014
In this reciprocal meeting, following a visit by several of our members to Maitland in early December, five members of the 
Maitland Stamp Club displayed material on a variety of subjects.
JOHN LAVENDER showed several pages of NEW SOUTH WALES 
NUMERAL CANCELLATIONS which he had acquired in the last 12 months.  
Included were some hardly-ever-heard-of names – Dirty Swamp (15 March 
1867) probably drew the most comment.  Burrowa (1854) had its name changed 
to Boorowa in 1915.  Meadow Flat (1857), near Wollongong, is no longer a 
meadow – it’s completely covered with houses.  So it continued – Dungowan 
(1868), Mount Hope (1881), Hill End (1869), Yalgogrin North (1894) ….                                                             

Wollongong                      Enmore      
MARK SAXBY displayed AUSTRALIAN FLIGHT COVERS 1929 to 1939/1940.  All his covers were listed in Eustis’ 
Australian Airmail Catalogue, and included three covers from Western Australia Airways Limited from 1929, 1930, and 
1931; a “Crash Cover” from the DH66 Hercules which crashed at Koepang, Dutch East Indies, on 19th April; an Experimental 
flight on 23 April 1931, and the Second Experimental Flight on 25 April 1931; an Australian National Airways flight on 2 
May 1931; a “philatelically contrived” cover by Mr. J. Naracott, sent to himself in Hobart; and the First Official Airmail 
flight from Australia to Papua-New Guinea in 1934 …..  . 
BOB GLENDENNING showed RHODESIA, when it was 
governed by the British South Africa Company, from 1896 to 
1919, with some quite remarkable scarce high value stamps (“not 
TOO valuable, because of the pen cancellations”), ranging from ½d. 
up to £10.  Postmarks from Salisbury and Umtala (September 1895) 
were noted, also overprints on Cape of Good Hope stamps, 1896-
1897, the Coat of Arms stamps of 1898-1900, and Victoria Falls 
stamps, 1905.  The 1909 “Rhodesia” overprints on BSAC stamps 
plus surcharges followed, then the 1910 Queen Mary-King George 
V series, ½d. to £1, ending with the KGV 1917 surcharge on the 
1913-1919 series.
GEORGE KUSZELYK’s display was entitled RECENT 
POLAND, 2009-2011, and included a very attractive 2010 set of 
Minerals of Poland, and several other unusual tête-beche issues. The 
200th Anniversary of the Birth of Louis Braille (2009) actually had 
some Braille embossed into each stamp, and Pope John Paul II was 
commemorated in 2010.  The Visegrad Group was included in 2011, 
as were the stamps with attached labels of 22nd September 2011.  The 
stamps were so recent that most of us hadn’t seen any of them before 
!
GREG NEUMANN showed part of his specialist collection – THE 
GERMAN OCCUPATION OF NORWAY 1940-1945.  This 
invasion commenced on 9th April 1940 and lasted until 8th May 1945.  
The ‘V’ overprints on the Numeral stamps (1941) and the Rampant 
Lion stamps were well displayed, as were the Wessel sets (1942), European Postal Congress, Edward Greig, sets of Official 
stamps, and some interesting semi-postal wartime shipping stamps of 1944.  Stamps depicting Vidkun Quisling, a Norwegian 
politician, provoked some discussion.  Quisling believed in the Nazi doctrines and in Hitler’s New Order.  Returning from 
Berlin just days before Germany’s invasion of Norway, he played the role of traitor, and, assisting the occupation in every 
way, his name became synonymous with perfidy and treason.  Understandably, he was shot by a firing squad in 1945.
Greg also included some stamps depicting the Lofoten Islands, off the coast of Norway, prompting the telling of this snippet 
of history when Ron Davis gave the vote of thanks :  IT was 1942, and British comman dos were raiding the Lofoten Islands 
off the coast of Norway. One young second-lieutenant had succeeded in capturing a post office.  Standing at the counter, his 
tommy-gun dangling nonchalantly, he waited while the German Army postal clerk dispatched an urgent telegram for him.   
It was addressed to Adolf Hitler, Reichschancellery, Berlin : 
“YOU SAID IN YOUR LAST SPEECH THAT YOU WOULD REPEL THE BRITISH WHEREVER THEY LANDED 
STOP I AM HERE STOP WHERE ARE YOU?”

** ALLENSTEIN - a Philatelic Geography lesson ….  This was a district centred on a town named 
Allenstein in German East Prussia prior to World War II.   Since the end of WWII it has been the Polish 
province of Olsztyn.   After World War I, Allenstein was administered by the Allies, after which a local 
plebiscite resulted in the area’s return to Germany, following which over-printed stamps of that country 
were used (April-August 1920).

***  The hole in a pencil sharpener into which the pencil is placed is called a chuck.
***  In England, the Speaker of the House is not allowed to speak

***  Many fish can change sex during the course of their lives.
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**************************************************************************************************************************************************

THE NEWCASTLE DAYTIME MEETINGS,
   at Studio 48, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton East, 

at 10 a.m.  on the THIRD Wednesday of each month (except December).

“MORE PARCEL POST, PART 2”  - the display by  ROGER EGGLETON,  

Wednesday 20th NOVEMBER 2013
Illustrated are three strikes of  
the single line Greenland cancel 
Kolonien Christianshaab, 
on the 20 øre Royal Greenland 
Trade Company’s stamp issue. 
They contain the Constant 
varieties : Money Spiders 
(middle stamp), and Stray 
Feather (stamp on right)

Roger showed a variety of 
overseas parcel posts in his 
display, but he was particularly 
proud of his very scarce “Polar 

Bears” issues of 1905 to 1938, of which he showed multiples of almost the full set !!  The “Polar Bears” parcel 
stamps were Greenland’s only stamps.  The Royal Greenland Trade Company (KGH) held the monopoly 
on inbound and outbound mail, handled through its head office in Copenhagen.  There were only about 
400 Danes in Greenland during this period, so mail volume between Greenland and Denmark was very 
small.  Letters only needed inland Danish postage between Copenhagen and other Danish centres, and no 
additional postage was required for KGH handling.   This also applied for the small amount of Greenland 
internal mail submitted at any local KGH office. 
Between 1927 and 1937, the “Polar Bears” parcel stamps (normally the 20 øre value) were used in special 
savings books in 38 settlements supervised by the Inspector for Northern Greenland (avane), as a means of 
income smoothing, from income in the warmer months to leaner times in the colder months.  As a measure 
of the importance of this scheme, 86% of the value of all parcel stamps sold in this period was reimbursed 
for redeemed savings books.                — R.B.E. (20 Nov 2013)

 “MOTOR CYCLES”  - the display by  STEPHEN MORRIS,  Wed. 15th JANUARY 2014
Stephen has been riding motor cycles for some 25 years, and broadly defined, the electric wheelchair which 
he currently uses is also one – “any power driven two or three wheeled vehicle”.  Britain’s Sir Thomas Parkyn 
exhibited the first power-driven cycle in 1881 fitted with a steam engine, but it wasn’t until 1895 that any 
real advances were made.  That year, the internal combustion engine was adopted, but was plagued by the 
unreliability of ignition and carburation.  From 1907, rapid strides have been made.  It was in 1907 that 
Britain’s famous annual TT Race on the Isle of Man commenced, which has entrants from all over the world.  
There are Grand Prix races every year in Italy, Holland, France, and Germany, and more recently, across 
the Sahara Desert.  During World War 
I, over 50,000 motor cycles were used 
by the British forces alone for dispatch 
riding and similar work.
Steve was prompted to start collecting 
“Motorbikes” at a Junior Stamp Club 
meeting.  He had said to them that 
a Theme was the best way to collect.  
He was asked : “What theme do YOU 
collect?”  Knowing that he already had 
a few Isle of Man TT Races stamps, he 
said “motorbikes” – and since then has 
extended his collection to over 300 pages, 
including motorbikes on cigarette cards, 
in advertisements, on postcards, and just about anything else he could lay his hands on !  They range from 
ancient machines like the one shown here, to very powerful streamlined racers that have reached over 518 
km/h (322 mph) at Bonneville Salt Flats in Utah, USA (1990).

*** Sign on a plumber’s truck : “We repair what your husband fixed”.
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How to remove a dead whale in Oregon USA.
A local TV news show in Oregon sent a reporter out to cover the removal of a 45-foot, eight-ton dead whale that washed up 
on the beach.  The responsibility for getting rid of the carcass had been placed on the Oregon State Highway Division, ap-
parently on the theory that highways and whales are very similar in the sense of being large objects.  So anyway, the highway 
engineers hit upon the plan – remember, this is fair dinkum - of blowing up the whale with dynamite.  The thinking is that the 
whale would be blown into small pieces, which would be eaten by seagulls, and that would be that.   A textbook whale removal.

So they moved the spectators back up the beach, put a half-ton of dynamite next to the whale and set it off.  I am prob-
ably not guilty of understatement when I say that what follows, on my videotape, is the most wonderful event in the 
history of the universe.  First you see the whale carcass disappear in a huge blast of smoke and flame.  Then you hear the 
happy spectators shouting "Yayy!" and "Whee!"  Then, suddenly, the crowd's tone changes. You hear a new sound like 
"splud."  You hear a woman's voice shouting "Here come pieces of.. .MY GOD!"   Something smears the camera lens.

Later, the reporter explains: "The humour of the entire situation suddenly gave way to a run for surviv-
al as huge chunks of whale blubber fell everywhere." One piece caved in the roof of a car parked more 
than a quarter of a mile away. Remaining on the beach were several rotting whale sectors the size of con-
dominium units. There was no sign of the seagulls who had no doubt permanently relocated to Brazil.

This is a very sobering videotape. Here at the institute we watch it often, especially at parties. But 
this is no time for gaiety. This is a time to get hold of the folks at the Oregon State Highway Divi-
sion and ask them, when they get done cleaning up the beaches, to give us an estimate on the US Capitol.

Judith S. Weis Department of Biological Sciences U.S.A. 

    38 years ago - About two of our late life members, who were the Circuit Book convenors, prior to Kevin Simkus :  
NEWCASTLE : On Thursday, 11th November 1976, the Newcastle Philatelic Society had a "Daley Happening".
Six members Ron, Dorothy, Len, June, Dianne and Ruth of the Daley family gave a display of material which included 
Olympic Games, Royal Family, Pitcairn Island, Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Norfolk Island, Animals, Boy Scouts and Girl 
Guides, Scotland.
Ron and Dorothy Daley will be leaving the Newcastle District in February next year in order that Ron can take up an ap-
pointment with the Presby¬terian Church.
To mark their valued work and devotion to the Society they were honoured with Life Membership. Guests for the occa-
sion travelled from Sydney and Long Jetty to be present. The Society will again honour them with a Thank You Dinner on 
Friday, January 14, 1977.
This evening could have been a double first for Philately -  six members out of the seven of the two Daley families give 
the display, and a husband and wife receiving Life Membership on the same evening.    

STAMP NEWS  January 1977

** An elephant has around 
450 litres (100 gallons) 
of blood.  So it doesn't 
have to worry too much 
about being over the limit 
when being breathalysed.       

** 53% of women will not 
leave the house without 
makeup on.

** The game of badminton 
used to be called poona.
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