
    DATES          DETAILS
Thurs 14 Nov 2013 Display by  Andrew Brockett (Sydney) “WWII AIR MAIL FROM MIDDLE EAST”   
Sun 17 Nov 2013 Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at  WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m

Wed. 20 Nov 2013  Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10.00 a.m., 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton East,  
Display by Roger Eggleton - “MORE PARCEL POST, Part 2”.

Mon 9 Dec Visit to Maitland Stamp Club “Members take along 6 Display Pages”
Thur 12 Dec 2013 Display by David Collyer (Sydney) “WWII AIR MAIL TO AUSTRALIA”
Sun 15 Dec 2013 Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at  WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m

December 2013 No Daytime Meeting 
Jan 9 Jan 2014 VISIT FROM MAITLAND STAMP CLUB

Wed 15 Jan 2014  Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton East,  
Display by Stephen Morris – “MOTOR CYCLES”.

Sun 19 Jan 2014 Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at  WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m
Thur 13 Feb 2014 Display by John Pugsley “SELECTION OF ONE FRAMERS”
Sun 16 Feb 2014 Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at  WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m
Wed 19 Feb 2014 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton East,  

Display by John Hill – “COCOS ISLAND”.
Thursday 20 Feb 2014 STAMP  AUCTION  NIGHT  (details, phone Don Catterall  02 - 4943 5639)

Thurs 13 Mar 2014 Display by Ron Davis “PECULIAR PLACES AROUND THE WORLD”
Sun 16 Mar 2014 Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at  WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m
Wed 19 Mar 2014 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton East,  

Display by Ed Burnard – “THE LAST COUPLE OF YEARS - GREAT BRITAIN & NZ”.
Thurs 10th Apr 2014 POPULAR CHOICE - 6 Pages of Something Philatelic Starting with the Letter “W”

Wed 16 Apr 2014 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton East,  
Display by John Moore – “HANDLING and TREATMENT AUSTRALIAN REGISTERED MAIL”.

WHAT’S ON IN YOUR SOCIETY
THE NEWCASTLE PHILATELIC SOCIETY MEETS 7.30pm SECOND THURSDAY of EACH MONTH

MAYFIELD EX-SERVICES CLUB, 2nd FLOOR MEETING ROOM, HANBURY STREET , MAYFIELD AND
EACH THIRD WEDNESDAY AT 10.00 a.m. AT STUDIO 48, 48 MACKIE AVENUE, NEW LAMBTON EAST.

VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME
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THE SECRETARY’S SNIPPET, November 2013
From time to time people ask me for guidance in how to mount their collection for exhibition purposes.  This is not an easy 
one to answer, as what appeals to people attending a Club display may not necessarily appeal to philatelic judges, when an 
exhibit is appraised against a number of elements with points allocated to each element.

A great starting point (apart from asking for advice) is to take note of how others mount their collections, and visit stamp 
exhibitions, plus there is a web site www.japhila.cz that has about 800 exhibits that people can view and get ideas from. 
Some of these exhibits have notations as to medal levels that have been achieved.

I believe regardless of points scored or medal levels received, the important thing is to enjoy your exhibit, and advertise 
to others what you collect, as this is a good way to ‘flush’ out new material as well as receive tips on how to improve your 
exhibit.

Even most of the advanced exhibitors will redo their exhibits many times to take into account critiques they have received 
from their ‘peers’, as well as working new material into their exhibit.

- John Moore, Secretary (John has won several high-level medals at various stamp exhibitions) -

****************************************************************
A PIECE FROM THE NEW PRESIDENT

I am honoured to be elected as President of the Newcastle Philatelic Society for the next two years, and will continue the 
work of progressing the activities of the Society, so ably done by our retiring President, Gordon Gibbons, and the committee 
members.

At this time of the year we usually plan for a Christmas get-together.  However, it was noted that this year is the 95th 
anniversary of the inaugural meeting of the Society in April 1918.  Although it will not have the same status as the Society’s 
100th anniversary in a few years time, it can still be regarded as a major achievement, in promoting philately in the Hunter 
region.  To celebrate the occasion, it was decided to arrange a combined End of Year get-together / Anniversary Dinner 
for all Society members and their wives / partners in a private room at the Wests Leagues Club, CARDIFF, on Friday 29th 
November, starting at 6.00pm. (details of the dinner are given elsewhere in the Newsletter).

The occasion will be an opportunity to display some of the Society’s memorabilia.  Looking through some of the past 
Society’s records, I noticed that the original annual subscription was 5/-, although, as the minimum wage at the time was 
around £3 per week, that would have been a significant expense.  In the Society’s membership list I saw that my father 
joined the Society, from Taree, in 1941 and I recall buying stamps from the exchange book in the mid 1940’s, with my 
weekly pocket money.

The Committee and I are hoping that as many members as possible can join us for the evening.

–  Ed Burnard, President  –

**********************

Appropriate for the Melbourne 
Cup month of November ?!

Incidentally, keep your eye out for 
a “Black Caviar” 60c stamp with 
a white border and a beige-pink 
background.  Only 2500 were 
issued at Australia  2013, and 
they’ll be as scarce as hen’s teeth.
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SECRETARY’S ANNUAL REPORT,  8TH AUGUST 2013
- as presented to the Annual General Meeting on 8th August 2013

Currently the Society has 90 members with only one new member joining during the year.  During the year attendance at 
the monthly meetings has averaged 22.

The regular auction nights and the annual swap and sale night continue to attract good attendances, with some nights 
having over 50 in attendance. Thanks go to convener DON CATTERALL for his efforts in promoting both of these activities.

During the year the Exchange Branch was disbanded partly due to lack of material being supplied and the absence of a 
new Superintendent. The retiring Superintendent, KEVIN SIMKUS had carried this role out in a diligent manner for 36 years, 
since March 1977.   The Society wishes Kevin all the best in his retirement.

RON DAVIS has continued to convene the daytime meetings, attracting a regular group of attendees. Thanks are extended 
SANDRA BAKER for hosting these meetings, as well as our committee meetings, at her art studio.

The 2012 Christmas party was hosted by MARGARET AND DON CATTERALL at their Charlestown residence, with those 
present having an enjoyable time partaking in the social aspects and the good fare that was provided.

The Newsletter which continues to be edited by RON DAVIS with help from BERNARD DOHERTY allows members, who 
wish to, receive an electronic copy in full colour in preference to the printed black and white copy.

STEPHEN MORRIS continues his efforts in attracting youth to stamp collecting with varied participation.

MARK SAXBY as Publicity Officer continues to promote the Society in the printed and electronic media as well as exploring 
other avenues to maximize the Society’s activities to the larger community.

During the year a number of members displayed their collections to members of other clubs as well as participating in 
various exhibitions in Australia and overseas.

The Doron trophy was again keenly contested with seven society members being eligible. The winner being JOHN MOORE 
with his “Australian Air Mail Rates 1923 – 1966” exhibit.

The annual popular choice competition held at the April meeting was something philatelic starting with the letter 
‘V’ There were 15 entries with the winner being JOHN PUGSLEY – “Queen Victoria”
In the 2013 Annual Competition there were five entries in the Experienced section. These were judged by DON 
RUTHERFORD, DON CATTERALL and EDGAR BURNARD,  the winner being JOHN PUGSLEY with ”The Boer War’s 
POW Camp on St. Helena”.

In closing I wish to make special thanks to DON RUTHERFORD and KEVIN SIMKUS for the written financial reports 
they table at the committee meetings, and to BERNARD DOHERTY for filling in for me on a number of occasions when I 
was absent due to other commitments, and in particular tonight whilst I am enjoying the delights that Wales offers, having 
completed the  European section of my overseas trip.

- Bernard Doherty/John Moore (from Wales), 8th August 2013

********************************************
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Newcastle Philatelic Society member, JOHN HILL, entering the 
premises of the Royal Philatelic Society, 41 Devonshire Place, 
London, for the display of part of the Queen’s Collection – which 
is the traditional way of opening the Society’s programme for 
the year.  This display, restricted only to Fellows and Members 
of the “Royal”, took place on September 19th this year. 

 
John has been a Member of the 
Royal for over 40 years, and a 
Fellow for more than 20 years.
The display was of Australian 
Commonwealth, to mark the 
100th Anniversary of the first 
Australian Commonwealth 
issue - the kangaroo and map 
stamp.

***  The elephant is the only 
animal that has four knees.



THE AUGUST ANNUAL COMPETITION, 8th August 2013
There were 5 entries in this year’s Competition, all of them in the Experienced Section.  Because of the lack of entries from 
the LESS experienced collectors, changes are planned, aimed at popularising forthcoming competitions.
Those five entries were :

RUSSELL GODDARD – “WHO’S WHO IN AUSTRALIAN STAMPS”.
Russell obviously concentrated on PEOPLE in his entry, which won a SILVER Award.  “The Face 
of Australia” issue on 1st January 2000 showed five “typical” Australians, the most striking of which 
was the 6-years-old schoolboy, Miguel Alzona.  He was born to Filipino parents, the photographer 
commented : “I was passing Miguel’s school during a sports carnival.  He simply captivated me 
with the hat, the face, and the smile.”  Then there was the “Indigenous Leaders” issue, featuring five 

prominent Aboriginal leaders, including Eddie ‘Koiki’ Mabo and Oodgeroo 
Noonuccal, formerly known as Kathleen McCulloch (her mother’s maiden 
name).   The famous balladist, Slim Dusty, appeared in “10 Years of Australian 
Legends”, a prestige booklet issued in 2007, and the “Dancing Man”, barrister 
Frank McAlary, kicked up his heels on 15th August 1945 to celebrate the end 
of World War II, in the “Headline News” stamp issue.
 
BERNARD DOHERTY – “POST OFFICE MARITIME ISSUES”.
An unusual display, Bernie included Post Office publications of many countries and other advertising 
matter featuring stamp issues with a maritime theme, as well the stamps and supplementary items 
that went with them. Shown here is the NZ “ Focus” Bulletin. Bernie’s entry was awarded SILVER.

ROGER EGGLETON – “U.K. PARCEL POST LABELS 1883 – 1918”.
The UK Post Office introduced parcel post on 1 Aug 1883.  Printed adhesive 
parcel labels were an integral part of the parcel post, used to show the office 
and date of despatch.  Postage paid for parcels was shown by adhesive postage 
stamps, intended to be applied to the parcel label, but quite often attached 
elsewhere.  Earliest labels were inscribed PARCELS POST, the original name 
of the service.  By 1884 this was changed to PARCEL POST.   After WWI, the 
labels were miniaturised, they were no longer individualised for dispatching 
offices. Ballysallough was a sub-office in Ireland, under the head office at 
Lisburn, County Antrim, southwest of Belfast – shown here is one of the earliest 
labels.  Roger gained a VERMEIL award for his entry.

RON DAVIS – “THE ITALIAN STATES 1850 – 1870”.
Between 1850 and the early 1860’s, prior to the “Unification of Italy” in 1861, the various Italian States 
were autonomous, and each had their own distinctly different (often colourful, and scarce) stamp issues.  The 
stamp-issuing states were Modena, Parma, Romagna, Roman States, Sardinia, Tuscany, and the Kingdom of 
the Two Sicilies.  Ron was awarded VERMEIL.

JOHN PUGSLEY – “THE BOER WAR 1899 – 1902” – and First Place.
John concentrated on covers and philatelic items (some scarce and even very rare) to and from the Boer Prisoner-of-War 
camps on the island of Saint Helena, particularly Deadwood and Broadbottom camps, between 1900 and 1902.  During the 
War, large amounts of mail were 
sent to and received from all parts 
of the world.  British prisoners 
were all held by the Boers in camps 
within South Africa.  Boer prisoners 
were initially held in South Africa, 
including on ships in South African 
harbours, they were then gradually 
moved overseas.  The first overseas 
POW camps were set up in St. 
Helena in the South Atlantic, 
followed by those in Ceylon, India, 
and finally in Bermuda !  John’s 
entry won a VERMEIL award.
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LADIES’ NIGHT, THurSDAy 12TH 
SEpTEmbEr 2013

Sandra Baker, Gladys Tyack and Carol Davis 
“volunteered” to display on this night.  (A fourth lady 
was in England and was unable to be involved.)  Very 
interesting displays indeed, all on themes ....

SANDRA BAKER concentrated on WORLD HERITAGE SITES as declared by the 
UNESCO World Heritage Committee. With her we travelled throughout Europe, the Middle 
East, and China – the historic island of Malta, and the volcano-ravaged Herculaneum and 
Pompeii in Italy, the magnificent Taj Mahal in India and the huge, crumbling 
Ankor Wat in Cambodia, the mysterious Stonehenge in England and China’s 
Great Wall, the only man-made structure that can be seen from space.  We saw 
stamps from Iran, and items showing Persia and ancient Nubia (in modern 
Southern Sudan and Ethiopia), Qatar and Ireland, and Pakistan – the Great 
Bath and the Indus Valley civilization.  And the impressively huge Borobudur 
Temple in Indonesia, Egypt’s famous Great Sphinx (the “Terrifying One”), 
and the old city of Jerusalem and its Walls.  At the mention of  Petra in Jordan, 
most of us merely think of their massively-photographed temple carved out of 
solid rock (made famous by Harrison Ford in his search for the Holy Grail), 
but in fact Petra consists of dozens of such enclaves, and the Nabataean 
Tombs are spread over 400 square miles ! 
GLADYS TYACK displayed PAPUA NEW GUINEA’s “Natural 
Heritage”, in particular the Flora and Fauna Conservation issues of  the 
early 1980’s.  Described some years ago by a Victorian competition 

judge as “just publicity labels” – much to Gladys’s 
annoyance – these stamps depicted sets of colourful 
butterflies, birds, lizards, nudibranchs, molluscs, 
kingfishers, land snails, and turtles (these issued 8th 
February 1984).  Arguably, the most famous of these 
are the New Guinea Birds of Paradise – amazing in 
both their appearance and their habits.  One of these birds has a call rather like a machine gun, and 
caused consternation amongst the Australian troops there during World War 2.  The bad-tempered 
Cassowary, found in Papua New Guinea and in northern Queensland, has a helmet on its head, said to 
have evolved to protect the bird as it crashes through dense jungle.  Land snails – perhaps hard to get 
enthusiastic over these, but they are depicted on a set of stamps !

And then there was CAROL DAVIS’s display of “THE RESTLESS EARTH”.  Carol has been amassing 
this collection for a number of years, and decided to concentrate on volcanoes and volcanic activity in 
this display – hence volcanoes, fumaroles, steaming cliffs and lakes, porridge and paint pots, boiling mud, 
lava tubes, geysers and igneous rocks.  Then she also showed glaciers, stalagmites and stalactites, coral 
polyps, coral atolls and coral itself, land bridges, and desert sand dunes. She goes on to say : “0ne of the 
most catastrophic volcanic eruptions witnessed by man occurred in 1883 when the volcano, Krakatoa, 
situated between Java and Sumatra in Indonesia, became active again after a silence dating back to 1680.   
With tremendous explosions that were heard over 3,200 kilometres away, ash was thrown to a height 
of 80 kilometres into the air, making it as dark as night for more than two whole days, and atmospheric 
effects were recorded around the earth.   The fine dust drifted several times around the earth, causing 
spectacular red sunsets throughout the following year.   A series of tidal waves were triggered by the 
volcano’s collapse, and were recorded as far away as South America and Hawaii.   The greatest wave, 
which reached a height of 36 metres (120 feet) and killed 36,000 people in nearby coastal towns of Java 
and Sumatra, occurred just after the climactic explosion.”

“The intimate connection between FUMAROLES and simple HOT SPRINGS is obvious in areas in 
which there is a strong contrast between dry and wet seasons.  During the dry season, hot springs are 
transformed into fumaroles, which in turn, during the wet seasons, become hot springs again.”     
“The speed at which valley glacial ice moves depends on the steepness of the slope on which it lies, the 

depth of the ice, and the load of ice and snow at its source.  Some glaciers on gradual slopes, and 
where there is little build-up of snow to add weight up above and urge them along, move at their 
terminus at a speed of less than a centimetre a day.   Others, on steep slopes and loaded with a lot 
of new snow, may move as much as 30 metres a day.   Movement is by no means uniform within a 
glacier - the flow in the centre is more rapid than that along the “shore”, where the banks exert a drag 
on the flow of ice.   Also, the deeper one goes in a glacier, the slower the movement.” 
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INTRODUCING NPS NAME TAGS
One characteristic of a friendly social group is that all the members know each other by name.  To ensure that we do know all 
our members by name, and that visitors to our meetings easily get to know us by name, the Committee has agreed to provide 
name tags for all members. Following successful practices of other organisations, the name tags will be available from me at 
the start of each meeting, and will be returned to me at the end of the meeting.

 - Roger Eggleton, “Hospitality Coordinator” -
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***************************************************************************************************************
*THE NEWCASTLE DAYTIME MEETINGS,

   at Studio 48, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton East, 
at 10 a.m.  on the THIRD Wednesday of each month (except December).

“AUSTRALASIAN CINDERELLAS”  -
- the display by  PAUL STORM (Sydney),  Wed. 21st AUGUST 2013

“Cinderellas” – that is, non-postal stamps – include 
many types, such as locals, phantoms, labels or 
stickers, rail and tram stamps, charity seals, fiscal  
and revenue stamps, vignettes, and forgeries.  Paul’s 
display concentrated on locals – the history of which 
reflects the development of communications as 
the continent struggled from a group of colonies to 
Commonwealth status.  They embraced some exotic forms of transport, including 
cycle posts, camel expresses, paddle boats, pigeons, balloons, rockets, parachutes, 

coach services and trams.  Most Australian cities produced a crop of interesting local stamps (issued in defiance of the 
Post Office monopoly), particularly the Melbourne Tramways stamps.  Also included were the controversial issues from 
Western Australia’s Hutt River Province, South Australia’s Bumbunga, and Victoria’s Rainbow Creek. 
Of special interest were the Cycle Express stamps used in the Western Australian goldfields from 1893 to 1896, because 
of an unpopular weekly service by the Post Office.  Cyclists rode distances of up to 190, 300 and 450 kilometres between 
the goldfields cities, carrying up to 80 lbs (36kg) of mail !  By 1895, camels had been substituted on the more distant runs 
previously serviced by cyclists, and these stamps were in use up to December 1896, when the Post Office forced the 
proprietor James Healy to close his services.  

“POLAND to 1919”  --  the display by  GEORGE KUSZELYK, Wed. 18th SEPTEMBER 2013
Could ANY other country have had a more chequered and turbulent history than Poland?  Prior to the year 
966, when Christianity came, the country wasn’t recognised as Poland.  In the late 1700’s, Russia, Prussia, 
Hungary and Austria all invaded, and by 1795, Poland no longer existed.  Then from 1807 to 1815, a 
“Grand Duchy of Warsaw” existed, but invaded then by the Russians.  1830 and 1863 saw uprisings against 
Russia, which were severely dealt with.  Meanwhile, Austrian stamps were used, with Polish postmarks, 
such as these shown here.  Russia brought out Polish stamps in 1860, but these were outlawed in 1865, 
and superseded by Russian stamps.  The Germans defeated the Russians in 1915, and issued overprinted 
stamps.  But in 1918, the Germans handed their weapons to police, and left – leaving a 
“vacuum” – and during 1919 local issues were made in various Polish cities, often by 
overprinting the German Occupation stamps with the words “Poczta Polska” and an eagle 
– Poland’s “Arms”.     
George’s display was divided into three sections – the Russian section, the Austrian, and 
the German sections, starting with a rare 1787 cover “The Republic of Poland”, continuing 

through Germany’s “General Gouvernment” and the 1916 “Polish Kingdom”, to the General Issue of 
1919.   Lots of scarce and historic material in this display !!

“UP FRONT AND BEHIND THE SCENES AT THE POST OFFICE”
       -  the display by  BERNARD DOHERTY,  Wednesday 16th OCTOBER 2013

Bernie had collected an incredible amount of strange and hardly-ever-seen philatelic material, much of it included in this 
display - some of which came from garbage bins outside post offices.  FINANCIAL SERVICES, and PARCELS comprised a 
large part of Bernie’s display – how the parcels were handled, various labels, and how the post office checks on deliveries, 
the latest being a microchip in the mailbag to record the truck leaving and the truck arriving.
One of the more intriguing items was a special packet in which LIVE BEES (or a single Queen bee) were posted, together 
with bee food and other necessities – apiarists regularly sent live bees 
through the mail.  “Living creatures such as bees, leeches and silkworms” 
are permitted to be sent by post providing they are “secured in strong, 
secure, well ventilated boxes which will NOT permit the escape of any of the 
contents” !
Other unusual items included a LETTERGRAM card, used with the FAX 
service, available from 1988 to 1990, and an  UNDERPAID ARTICLES 

label – “addressee to pay”, and a CUSTOMS 
DEMURRAGE cover requiring a special 
handling fee (a storage fee which applies to 
articles imported for commercial purposes and 
stored at gateway mail facilities only) – even 
repair tape for an item damaged in the mail !
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***************************************************************************************

NEW ZEALAND REVENUE ISSUES, 1870’s
- the display by DAVID ROBERTS, Thursday 10th OCTOBER 2013

Dave Roberts displayed New Zealand 1870’s Die l and Die 2 revenues with a large range of values, paper types, 
and methods to prevent re-usage, as well as two drawings which explained the difference between the two dies 
used. Also included were some postally used examples as well as scarce examples on cover. 
A unique item shown was a copy of a Deed to lease a parcel of land, with revenue stamps attached.
The issuing of Duty Stamps followed the Stamp 
Duties Act of 1866, the Die 1 issues being printed 
in 1877, both perforated and imperf.. Unofficial 
perforations appeared in March 1867. Queen 
Victoria’s profile was central on each stamp, with 
the value printed at the top in figures, and in words 
at the bottom, and a small New Zealand Silver Fern 
in the corners.  In 1871, new dies – Die 2 – were 
made in N.S.W. because the old ones were worn.  
The most obvious difference between the two dies is 
the background shading – with lines close or wider 
apart.  There were 72 different values for the Die 1 
stamp, ranging from 1d. to £10 (a lot of money in 1867!), and 25 different values for the Die 2.  Values of £15 to 
£50 were later added.
There were three different fiscal cancels – a circular date stamp with a crown (a “Crown Cancel”), a stamp 
“PAID” on a Bill of Sale, and on other types of sale, initials and a date (as shown above).  
However, in 1881, “The Stamp Act, 1875” was amended which allowed the use of revenue stamps for postal 
purposes. The great bulk of the duty stamps had been placed on Deeds or Receipts and were never cancelled.  
Enterprising people took advantage of the legal permission of 1882, and started reusing them for postage. So 
the authorities took imaginative measures to prevent their re-use – two horizontal cuts were made in the stamp 
and the document, and silver tape was threaded through and tied behind the document.  Later, the tied knot was 
covered with a VR (Victoria Regina) label.
Although they were never intended for postal use, 
these stamps must be regarded as perfectly genuine 
stamps used through the post.  Well documented 
obliterator cancellations are a good indicator of 
being used correctly through the postal system.  

And postal circular date stamps must be clear enough to identify 
conclusively (that they aren’t Crown Cancels).

WELLINGTON 5 OC 82   and   PALMERSTON.S  13 JY 86
                                7                                                        1     

The range of material was amazing, considering the narrow range of the topic, and the excellent condition 
of the material displayed was impressive.                                           - R.D./D.R. –

************************************************
***  Jellyfish are 95% water.

*** The Earth is slowing down.  In a few million years, there won’t be a Leap Year.
***  The chicken is one of the few things which can be eaten before it is born and after it is dead.
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                    AUCTION REPORT, SEPTEMBER 2013.    A GREAT NIGHT !
 For a change we were blessed with fine weather and a crowd of over 50 turned up to see what was on offer and 
quite a banquet it was with 393 lots tabled. 
Of these 188 were sold which represents a very healthy 48% sales figure.
The final sales amount was $1622, quite a high total these days and boosted somewhat by a fair number of higher 
value items sold.
These offerings were supplied by 18 major vendors whilst another 7 vendors submitted small batches. All are 
welcome.   41 buyers took bidding cards, and most took home some reward whilst a few needed wheelbarrows.
Most popular on the night were various types of stockbooks crammed with stamps from all over the world and 
over 20 such items sold with most attaining competitive bidding.  A number of large boxes full of stamps on paper 
also created considerable excitement.
Highest price on the night of $60 was paid for a nice fine used BCOF set, whilst a box full of fine used Australia 
Post International Stamps on paper brought the same amount.   An album of MUH Fiji went for $50 whilst $40 
was paid for a batch of mint Australian Booklets.  A Polish Aviation Registered Cover sold for $32 and a Queen 
Mother Omnibus set sold for $26.  The abovementioned boxed stamps all went for $20 plus whilst several of the 
stockbooks fetched similar amounts.
It was a really good auction night enjoyed by all and our thanks go to everyone who made it possible.  We had a 
few new faces in the crowd and hopefully we will see them back again next time for our February Auction.      See 
You There !

 Don Catterall, Auction Convenor.

DID YOU KNOW ???     ABOUT WATER ….?
We need salt to live, but only in very small amounts, and seawater contains way more - about seventy times 
more - salt than we can safely metabolize. A typical litre of seawater will contain only about 2.5 teaspoons of 
common salt - the kind we sprinkle on food - but much larger amounts of other elements, compounds, and 
other dissolved solids, which are collectively known as salts. The proportions of these salts and minerals in 
our tissues is uncannily similar to seawater - we sweat and cry seawater - but curiously we cannot tolerate 
them as an input.  Take a lot of salt into your body and your metabolism very quickly goes into crisis.  From 
every cell, water molecules rush off like so many volunteer firemen to try to dilute and carry off the sudden 
intake of salt. This leaves the cells dangerously short of the water they need to carry out their normal 
functions.  They become, in a word, dehydrated.  In extreme situations, dehydration will lead to seizures, 
unconsciousness, and brain damage. Meanwhile, the overworked blood cells carry the salt to the kidneys, which eventually become 
overwhelmed and shut down.  Without functioning kidneys you die.  That is why we don’t drink seawater.

There are 320 million cubic miles of water on Earth and that is all we’re ever going to get.  The system is closed : practically speaking, 
nothing can be added or subtracted.  The water you drink has been around doing its job since the Earth was young.  By 3.8 billion years 
ago, the oceans had (at least more or less) achieved their present volumes.

The water realm is known as the hydrosphere and it is overwhelmingly ocean.  Ninety-seven percent of all the water on Earth is in the 
seas, the greater part of it in the Pacific, which covers half the planet and is big ger than all the landmasses put together.  Altogether the 
Pacific holds just over half of all the ocean water (51.6 percent to be precise); the Atlantic has 23.6 percent and the Indian Ocean 21.2 
percent, leaving just 3.6 percent to be accounted for by all the other seas.  The average depth of the ocean is 2.4 miles (3.87 km), with 
the Pacific on average about a thousand feet deeper (304 m) than the Atlantic and Indian Oceans.  Altogether 60 percent of the planet’s 
surface is ocean more than a mile deep.  We would better call our planet not Earth, but Water.

Of the 3 percent of Earth’s water that is fresh, most exists as ice sheets.  Only the tiniest amount - 0.036 percent - is found in lakes, 
rivers, and reservoirs, and an even smaller part - just 0.001 percent - exists in clouds or as vapor.  Nearly 90 percent of the planet’s ice 
is in Antarctica, and most of the rest is in Greenland.  Go to the South Pole and you will be standing on nearly two miles of ice (3.2 km), 
at the North Pole just fifteen feet of it (4.5 m).  Antarctica alone has six million cubic miles of ice - enough to raise the oceans by a height 
of two hundred feet (60m) if it all melted.  But if all the water in the atmosphere fell as rain, evenly everywhere, the oceans would deepen 
by only an inch (25 mm).

Sea level, incidentally, is an almost entirely notional concept.  Seas are not level at all.  Tides, winds, the Coriolis force, and other effects 
alter water levels considerably from one ocean to another and within oceans as well.  The Pacific is about a foot and a half higher along 
its western edge - a consequence of the centrifugal force created by the Earth’s spin.  Just as when you pull at a tub of water the water 
tends to flow toward the other end, as if reluctant to come with you, so the eastward spin of Earth piles water up against the ocean’s 
western margins.  This difference was a problem when the Panama Canal was built between the eastern Pacific Ocean and the western 
Caribbean Sea.

Water is everywhere. A potato is 80 percent water, a cow 74 percent, a bacterium 75 percent. A tomato, at 95 percent, is little but water. 
Even humans are 65 percent water, making us more liquid than solid by a margin of almost two to one. Water is strange stuff.  It is 
formless and transparent, and yet we long to be beside it.  It has no taste and yet we love the taste of it.  We will travel great distances 
and pay small fortunes to see it in sunshine.  And even though we know it is dangerous and drowns tens of thousands of people every 
year, we can’t wait to frolic in it!

And water is the only substance which can exist in its natural state in three forms – as a liquid, as a solid (as ice), and as a gas (as water 
vapour, or steam) !

                                  - From “A Short History of Nearly Everything”, by Bill Bryson (2003) -

*** CRICKETS hear through their knees, CICADAS hear through their stomachs, 
and SNAKES hear through their tongues !
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OUR SOCIETY’S 2013 END-OF-YEAR/95th ANNIVERSARY GET-TOGETHER

This year, our “Christmas Party” will be held at CARDIFF WEST’S 
LEAGUES CLUB (formerly Panthers and the Cardiff Workers Club), 
in Munibung Road, Cardiff, on FRIDAY 29th NOVEMBER, starting 
around 6.00 p.m.  It will be a bit special because it’s our Society’s 95th 
Anniversary, and, if you have any memorabilia from past years of the 
Society, then bring it/them along.  We will be in a private room - the 
“Indian Room” – and the buffet meal will cost $20.50 per head (no 
seniors discount on Fridays!), plus the cost of drinks.  The buffet closes 
at 9 p.m. and the room at 9.30 p.m., but you can then adjourn to the Club 
if you want to stay around chatting for longer.   No presents.

If you haven’t been there before, it’s easy to find – if you’re travelling 
north from the Warners Bay area, turn left off Macquarie Road into 
Munibung Road, and it’s the second corner on the left, on Pendlebury 
Road.   From the Lambton area, turn left off Main Road at the lights, 
then right into Munibung.  Or continue from Myall Road straight across at the Macquarie Road junction. 

Phone our President, Ed Burnard, if there are any problems – on 4945 9270.   Should be lots of fun.

Gregory’s Map 313, J13, or UBD Map 142, P12.

But if you can’t get to the “Party”, then your Committee wishes you and your family joy, happiness, and all the 
very best of wishes for the 2013-2014 festive season !!

A sticky problem :  According to a radio report, a middle school in Oregon U.S.A. 
was faced with a unique problem.  A number of girls were beginning to use lipstick 
and would put it on in the restroom.  That was fine, but after they had put on their 
lipstick, they would press their lips to the mirror leaving dozens of little lip prints.
Finally the Principal decided that something had to be done.  She called the girls to 
the restroom and met them there with the maintenance man.
She explained that all these lip prints were causing a major problem for the custo-
dian who had to clean the mirrors every night.  To demonstrate how difficult it was 
to clean the mirrors, she asked the maintenance guy to clean one of them.  He took 
a long-handled squeegee, dipped it into one of the toilets, and then cleaned the mir-
ror.
Since then, there have been no lip prints on the mirrors !

***  Chilean nylons and Australian bananas are both types of  PRAWNS !

*** Every night, Cleopatra had her mattress stuffed with rose petals. 
      (That must have been a problem when roses were out of season!)

*** The word “girl” only appears ONCE in the bible, and the word “Sunday” 
doesn’t appear at all !
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