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OUR CLUB’S JUBILEE 

Year 

 
The July 28th 2015 meeting marked 
50 years since the inaugural meeting 
of the Club on 29th July 1965. That 
meeting was held at Allcorn's Star 
Ballroom (later the New Patmos 
Restaurant).  23 people attended... 

 
 

 

 

 
Tony Read cuts our 50

th
 Birthday cake at the 

conclusion of the 28th July meeting 

 

The Club celebrated by cutting a 
50th Birthday cake at the meeting. 
 

Col Davidson, one of our three 
foundation members, said it was a 
great testament to the Club that it 
had not missed holding a single 
meeting over that time. 
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Our 50th Birthday cake 

 

 

 
Eileen Davidson, one of three foundation 
members with our 50th Birthday cake,  

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

WAS HELD ON 28
th

 JULY 2015 

 

At the 2015 annual general meeting held on 
28th July 2015 the following office-bearers were 
elected: -  
President  Tony Read 
Vice-president Tony Richards 
Treasurer  Howard Lyons 
Secretary  Derek Dolstra 
Committee members: - Aaron Henry, Graham 
Doherty and Geoff Henry 
Properties Officer:  Howard Lyons 
Exchange Book:  Tony Richards 
Publicity Officer Howard Lyons 
Newsletter  Derek Dolstra 
Auctioneers:  Norm Binns & Col 

Davidson 
Auctioneer’s runner:  Aaron Henry 
Youth Development Audrey Ferris 
Supper coordinator  [not filled] 
Librarian”   Dave Field 

Risk management officer: Geoff Henry 
Assistant secretary:  Lawrie Sherwin 
Norm Binns was confirmed as a co-opted a 
member of the management committee 
(under our Bye-Laws as a past president.  
 
The annual statement, as well as a copy of our 
audited accounts was lodged with the NSW 
Department of Fair Trading. 
An e-mailed letter from them dated 11 August 
has advised that as we are a “Tier 2” 
organisation we no longer have to submit our 
annual accounts.  
 

 

YOUR 2015-16 ANNUAL 

MEMBERSHIP 

SUBSCRIPTION IS NOW 

DUE  

  
Following the annual general meeting 

members’ annual subscription of $5 

becomes due for the year 2015-2016. Please 

pay the treasurer at this  meeting, or  at the 

monthly Coin & Stamp Fair in the Cultural 

Centre, or post $5 to the Club at PO Box 

324, Orange. 
 
 

 

Your $5 membership for the 

2015-2016 year is now due 
 

 

 

OUR SPRING FAIR & 

AUCTION IS ON 

SATURDAY 17
th

 

OCTOBER  

 

Our annual Spring Fair and auction is on 
Saturday 17th October, in the Kenna Hall. 
We will be conducting our usual auction at 
2.30pm that afternoon. 
 

To have a successful auction, however, we 
urgently need your auction lots list 
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Col Davidson is co-ordinating the 

production of the catalogue.   Col has 

advised that the September meeting would 

be too late for your lists of lots you want to 

put in/ lists. The “close-off” would need 

to be at, or soon after our August 

meeting – i.e. the monthly coin & stamp 

fair in the Orange Cultural Centre on 

Saturday 5
th

 September. 
 

OUR NEXT MIDDAY MEETING IS 

ON MONDAY 14
th

 SEPTEMBER 

2015 

 

Our next lunchtime meeting will be at midday 
on Monday 14th September 2015.   
We meet in the Orange Community 
Information & Service Centre, Kite Street.  
Access is from Woolworth’s car park or the 
Kite St entrance. 
 

If you haven’t been before, please come along. 
It’s an opportunity for swapping, for asking 
questions and for information.  
 

 

OUR NEXT CLUB ‘NIGHT’ 

MEETING, AFTER THIS 

ONE, IS ON TUESDAY 29
th

 

SEPTEMBER 2015.  

 

The next meeting, after this one, is on 
Tuesday, 29th September 2015 at 7.30pm.  
 

We always meet on the last Tuesday in each 
month at the Orange Information & 
Community Services building. Entry is through 
the kitchen at the back of the building, from 
the Woolworth’s Car park 

 

NEXT MONTHLY ORANGE COIN 

& STAMP FAIR IS IN THE 

ORANGE CULTURAL CENTRE 

ON SATURDAY 5
th

 SEPTEMBER 

2015   

 

Our next monthly Coin & Stamp Fair will be 
held on Saturday 5th September 2015 in the 

main hall of the Orange Cultural Centre in 
Sale St. 
 

The Fair runs from 9.30am till about 1.30 
p.m.  Note the new hours. 
 

The venue for our monthly fair is the Orange 
Cultural Centre. It is held on the 1st 
Saturday of each month.  
 

The Orange Cultural Centre is the white-
stuccoed building, with trees out the front on 
the right as you enter the Woolworth’s car park 
from Sale St. Harris Farm fruit market is on 
the left.  
 

BATHEX 2015 IS ON 

26
th

 & 27
th

 SEPTEMBER 

2015   
  
Bathex 2015 is on Saturday 26th and Sunday 
27th September 2015 at the Bathurst 
Showground. 
 

There will be three pavilions full of displays 
from yesteryear: -  
Collectibles, antiques, coins, stamps, 
banknotes, gemstones, fossils, books, bottles, 
ceramics, lamps, militaria, crystals, model 
railways, dioramas, glassware, Roman & Greek 
artefacts, minerals, bushranging & gold 
displays, historic early Bathurst and Colonial 
items, hundreds of displays & exhibits. 

 

CONDOLENCES TO GRAHAM 

& JANE DOHERTY 
 

We were sorry to hear of the death in 

Orange Hospital on 5
th
 August of Graham 

Doherty’s mother-in-law. 
 

Our condolences go out to Graham and 

Jane Doherty 

 

RON MILLS IS STILL 

LOOKING FOR A RECENT 

U.S. POSTAL SERVICE 

PHILATELIC CATALOGUE   
 

Club member Ron Mills is looking to purchase 
a recent  
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Ron Mills mentioned at that June meeting 

that he is looking for a U.S. Post Office 

philatelic catalogue to purchase.  He would 

like one that included U.S. stamps up to at 

least the year 2000 and hopefully more 

recent years...  These catalogues are 

produced by the U.S. Postal Service.   

 

ITEMS FOR THIS NEWSLETTER 

AND CORRESPONDENCE TO 

THE CLUB 

 

Items for this newsletter need to be posted to 
the Secretary at the Club’s postal address: -PO 
Box 324 ORANGE 2800.  They can always 
also be e-mailed to: - ddolstra@bigpond.net.au 

-Or phone 63 614 872. 
The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are 
those of the editor & are not necessarily the 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club Inc. 

 

THE AUSTRALIAN 

CENTENARY MEDAL 

 

At the 28
th
 July meeting, Tony Read 

showed his father’s Australian 

Centenary medal  
 

The Centenary medal was intended to 

commemorate 100 years of 

Federation. It recognises citizens and 

other people who have made a 

contribution to Australian society or 

government. 
 

The Centenary Medal was the 3
rd

 

specifically Australian 

commemorative award.  The Medal 

was announced by the Prime 

Minister, John Howard on 28 

December 2001. The Centenary 

Medal is now only open to 

centenarians.  
 

In the 2001 allocation the Centenary 

Medal was awarded to: -  

 General list – people who served 

Australia, for example community 

volunteers, and those whose 

achievements in science, research, or 

the arts made a notable impact at 

national or international level 
 

Centenarians – Australians who 

lived through our first centenary of 

federation. That is, those Australian 

citizens born before 31 December 

1901 and who lived to celebrate the 

centenary of federation on 1 January 

2001. 
 

Government and judicial office 

holders – t celebrate the Australian 

system of government.  
 

Nominations for the Centenary medal 

were made by Commonwealth, state 

and territory governments. An 

independent council assessed the 

nominations put forward.   
 

 

The Centenary Medal, pin and 

miniature 
 

 

 

A total of 15,833 medals were issued. 

This included 3 000 medals awarded 

to Australian centenarians.  
 

The medals were designed by 

Balarinji, Sydney. They featured a 

seven-point Commonwealth Star 

mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
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representing the six Australian states 

and the seventh representing 

Australia’s territories.    At the centre 

of the star is an “indigenous styling of 

aboriginal traditions at the heart of the 

continent”.  Around the rim are 100 

dots depicting 100 years of 

federation. 
 

The colours in the ribbon are crimson, 

which represents federation, and blue 

and gold for the beginning of the 21
st
 

Century. The seven gold and red lines 

signify the states’ pathway to 

federation. 
 

By June 2006, 15 841 medals had 

been awarded. 
 

WITHER NORFOLK 

ISLAND STAMP ISSUES? 

 
Will we see the end of Norfolk Island 
stamps? 
 

 
 

The Norfolk Island Amendment 

Legislation Bill 2015 passed the 

Australian Parliament on 14 May 

2015, abolishing self-government of 

Norfolk Island.  It transferred Norfolk 

Island into a Council under New 

South Wales law.  From 1
st
 July 2016 

Norfolk Island legislation will be 

transferred to New South Wales and 

it will become part of New South 

Wales. 
 

Self-government and a tax-free status 

have, seemingly, not worked, with the 

Australian Government needing to 

pump $12.5million into the island’s 

economy year to keep it afloat.  So 

they have unburdened it to New 

South Wales. 
 

However, when the Cocos (Keeling) 

Islands and Christmas Island decided 

to become absorbed into Western 

Australia, the stamp issues kept 

coming. The only difference was that 

profits were not retained by the 

former islands’ philatelic bureaus, but 

gobbled up by Australia Post. 

 

It is possible that Australia Post will 

see revenue from Norfolk Island too – 

and the stamp issues could continue. 

New South Wales will then have two 

separate stamp issues – Australia and 

Norfolk Island. Norfolk Island has, 

however, been part of New South 

Wales before – but a long time ago. 

 

 
  
 

FROM THE ANNUAL 

GENERAL MEETING OF 

28
th

 JULY  
 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

PRESIDENT, TONY READ FOR 

2014-5 
 

“2015 saw the Club celebrate its 50
th

 year, 

and it is interesting to note that the 

inaugural meeting of 29
th

 July 1965 had 23 

people attending and that 50 years later we 

still have this number at most meetings! 
 

‘The Spring Fair and auction turned out to 

be possibly the best we have had along 

with EXPO 2015. Initial problems with 

both events and with the Cultural Centre 

were overcome by the determined efforts of 

our treasurer & secretary and by the overall 

support of all Club members.’ 
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“The past year saw the death of John 

Stoker, and the poor health of some our 

most supportive members. It has been 

encouraging to see several younger 

members join the Club. The work of 

Audrey Ferris with the juniors must be 

commended, for they will determine the 

future of our Club.’ 
 

“Our Christmas part at the Robin Hood 

Hotel was enjoyed by a small gathering, as 

was the Expo 2015 / Club Jubilee Dinner.  

Several Club members were involved out 

of town with the Mudgee Coin, Banknote 

& Stamp Show and the Wellington Vintage 

Fair. Overall, I feel it has been a very 

successful Jubilee year.’ 

 

Tony Read 
President 

 
 

2014-2015 ANNUAL REPORT OF 

THE CIRCUIT BOOK 

MANAGER – TONY RICHARDS 
 

I would like to thank all members who 

provided pages for the circuit books, and also 

those members who made purchases from 

said books. 

Since the last annual report, books 73 to 77 

have been completed. Books 78 & 79 are still 

circulating. I still have 69 pages for the next 

book and beyond. 

  

Just a further reminder that when taking out 

your purchases from each book you enter 

your initials in the spaces left vacant. For 

example AIR is myself, DD is Derek, do not 

just enter your signature. 

  

FACTS & FIGURES:- 

BOOK 73:-60 PAGES. VALUE OF PAGES 

$383.45. TOTAL SOLD: -$214.55. 

COMM:- $21.50 

  

BOOK 74:-60 PAGES. VALUE OF 

PAGES:-  $213.05. TOTAL SOLD: -  

$160.55. COMM: - $16.05 

  

BOOK 75:-60 PAGES. VALUE OF PAGE:-  

$330.00. TOTAL SOLD: -  $250.50. 

COMM.: - $20.00 

  

BOOK 76:-60 PAGES. VALUE OF 

PAGES: -  $402.00, TOTAL SOLD: -  

$215.20. COMM.: -  $24.75. 

  

BOOK 77:-60 PAGES, VALUE OF 

PAGES: -  $544.75, TOTAL SOLD: -  

$351.25. COMM.: -  $35.15. 

  

TOTAL COMMISSION TO CLUB THIS 

YEAR = $117.45. 
  

Tony Richards,  Circuit 

Book manager 
 

 

THANKS TO EXPO 2015 

SPONSORS - PLEASE SUPPORT 

THEM IN RETURN 

 

 Australian Stamp Professional 
magazine 

 Dot Richards for the main raffle 
prizes 

 Seven Seas Stamps 

 M.R. Roberts & the Wynyard 
Coin Centre 

 Jane Silvester of East Orange LPO 

 Orange Odeon5 Cinemas 

 Community Radio Station 107.5 
FM 

  

DEALERS WHO ATTENDED 

OUR 2015 EXPO – KEEP 

SUPPORTING THEM   
 

 A. Byrne Coins  (Tony Byrne 

from Canberra – PO Box 53, 
MITCHELL, A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 
6255 4044) 

  

 AAA Stamps (Steve Burton 

from the Central Coast.. ph: 0432 
540 760, email: 
aaastamps@yahoo.com.au  
World-wide stamps bought & sold 

mailto:aaastamps@yahoo.com.au
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 Phil & Win Morehouse, 

Bankstown NSW. Ph: (02) 9707 
4087, email: 
wmorehouse@netspace.net.au 

 

 Wynyard Coin Centre 7 

Hunter Arcade, Sydney, 2000 – 
Lower Concourse, Wynyard 
Railway Station; Ph (02) 9299 
2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710.Their 
e-mail address is 
sales@wynyardcoins.com.au  

  

 Orange Stamps and Coins 

(Howard Lyons) PO Box 9288, 
ORANGE NSW 2800; Ph/fax 
(02) 6362 2368; E-mail: - 
howard.lyons@bigpond.com 

 

DATES FOR 2015 

 
 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

meeting, 7.30pm 
Tuesday 25th August at 
the Community Info 
Centre, Kite St 

 
Petersham SCDAA Stamp & Coin Super 

Fair, Petersham Town 
Hall, 107 Crystal St 
Petersham; Sunday 30th 
August 2015 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 
fair, Saturday 5th 
September 2015 9.30 
to 1.30, at the Orange 
Cultural Centre, Sales 
St, Orange. THIS IS 
THE DEADLINE 
FOR OUR SPRING 
FAIR AUCTION 
LOTS 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club midday 
swap meeting, 
Monday 14th 
September 2015, 
midday, at the 
Community Info 
Centre, Kite St 

 

BATHEX 2015 Bathurst Bicentenary 
Collectables, Gem & 
Mineral Exhibition, 
Bathurst Showground, 
26th-27th September 201 

 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

meeting & monthly 
meeting, 7.30pm 
Tuesday 29th 
September at the 
Community Info 
Centre, Kite St 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 
fair, Saturday 
3rdOctober 2015 9.30 
to 1.30, at the Orange 
Cultural Centre, Sales 
St, Orange 

 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

meeting, 7.30pm 
Tuesday 27th October at 
the Community Info 
Centre, Kite St 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club midday 
swap meeting, 
Monday 12th October 
2015, midday, at the 
Community Info 
Centre, Kite St 

 
 

Orange Coin *& Stamp Club 
Spring Fair 2015 
and Auction,  on 
Saturday 17th October at 
the Kenna Hall, 90 Hill 
St Orange, 9  to 5 

 
ANDA / APTA Show, Lower Town Hall, 

Sydney, 1oth & 11th 
October 2015 

 

NORPEX 2015, Newcastle Philatelic 
Society is sponsoring 
NORPEX for National 
one-frame exhibits at 
Pioneer Hall, Cowper St, 
Wallsend, 31st October & 
1st November 2015 

 
Campbelltown Club’s Fisher’s Ghost 

Stamp Fair, Civic Hall, 

mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
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Campbelltown, Sunday 
1st November 2015 

 
Adelaide STAMPEX 2014 Modified 

National Stamp 
Exhibition, 10-12 
October, Drill Hall, 
Torrens Parade Ground, 
King William Road, 
Adelaide 

 
Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair, 21st & 22nd  

November 2015, at Sturt 
Primary School, 60 
White Avenue, 
Kooringal, Wagga Wagga 

 

Mudgee Club’s 4th Annual Banknote, 
Coin & Stamp Fair   
10-4, Sunday 22nd 
November 2015 at 
Club Mudgee 

 

Petersham SCDAA Stamp & Coin Super 
Fair, Petersham 
Town Hall, 107 
Crystal St Petersham; 
Sunday 29th 
November 2015 

 
 

 

THE NEXT LUNCH-TIME MEETING is at midday Monday 

14
th
 September 2015, at the Orange Community Information & 

Services Centre, 79 Kite St.  It’s a great opportunity to swap stamps.  
No theme 
…………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 

Thanks to Australian Stamps Professional Magazine for their kind donation of back copies for 

our EXPO 2015. Pick the current issue up at your newsagent or email info@zoi.com.au.  Most 

Orange newsagents now keep it. 

   www.australianstampspr 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

MUDGEE CLUB’S 4
th

 ANNUAL COIN, 

BANKNOTE & STAMP FAIR IS ON SUNDAY 

22
nd

 NOVEMBER 2015 at Club Mudgee 

$2 entry 

10am to 4pm 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Hunter Arcade, Sydney, 2000 – Lower Concourse, Wynyard Railway Station; Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax 

(02) 9290 3710.Their e-mail address is sales@wynyardcoins.com.au 
 

The Wynyard Coin Centre was a sponsor of our Expo 2015. Please support them. 

mailto:info@zoi.com.au
http://www.australianstampspr/
mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au


 - Page  - 9 ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR AUGUST 2015 

 

 

 

ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB’S 
 

2015 SPRING FAIR 

& auction 
 

 

In the KENNA HALL, 
90 Hill Street, Orange 

 

DISPLAYS OF COINS & STAMPS, INFORMATION, 
VALUATIONS, CLUB STAMP & COIN DEALERS & 

AUCTION 
 

SATURDAY 17th October 2015 
9am to 5pm 

Admission $2, accompanied kids free 
 

Stamp & Coin Auction starts at 2.30pm 

Auction lot viewing from 9am to 12.30pm 

 
MEMBERS: - THE CLUB NEEDS YOUR LOTS FOR THE 
SPRING FAIR AUCTION ON SATURDAY 17th  
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ORANGE STAMPS and COINS 
P.O. Box 9288, Orange. 

Email: howard.lyons@bigpond.com 
Phone: 6362 2368 

 FOR ALL YOUR ACCESSORIES  
 
 

 
Catalogues are now in stock and available at the Cultural Centre  

----------------------------- 

 

 
2015 ANZACS Remembered 20c & $1 War 

Heroes – Set of 15 coins 
Is in stock and available at $195-00 per set of 15 coins.  

Limited quantity available 
 

BATHURST STAMP, COIN, COLLECTABLES & LAPIDARY CLUB INC 

mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
http://www.ebay.com.au/itm/Ultra-Rare-2015-Red-Poppy-1-plus-Anzacs-Remembered-War-Heroes-14-Coin-Set-/321762761513?pt=LH_DefaultDomain_15&hash=item4aea8e1b29
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BATHEX  2015  BICENTENARY COLLECTABLES,  

GEM  &  MINERAL EXHIBITION – BATHURST  

REMEMBERS 200 YEARS OF HISTORY  
 

EXHIBITION  
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th 
September, 2015 

 

AT  BATHURST  SHOWGROUND  PAVILIONS 
SYDNEY  ROAD,  BATHURST.  N.S.W. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SEE  THREE  PAVILIONS  FULL  OF  
DISPLAYS  FROM  YESTERYEAR 

“A VISITING MUSEUM OF HISTORY” 
 

*  COLLECTABLES * ANTIQUES * STAMPS * COINS *  
*  BANKNOTES * GEMSTONES * FOSSILS *  BOOKS * 

* BOTTLES * CERAMICS * LAMPS * MILITARIA * 
* CRYSTALS * MODEL RAILWAYS * GLASSWARE * 
* DIORAMAS * ROMAN & GREEK ARTEFACTS *  

* MINERALS * BUSHRANGING & GOLD DISPLAYS * 
* HISTORIC EARLY BATHURST & COLONIAL ITEMS * 

* HUNDREDS OF DISPLAYS & EXHIBITS MORE* 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Enquiries – BATHEX 2015 Secretary, PO Box 9156, Bathurst  NSW 2795 ernst.holland@bigpond.com 63373661 

Secretary – Alan McRae - Home Phone 02 63315404 amcrae@lisp.com.au 

mailto:ernst.holland@bigpond.com
mailto:amcrae@lisp.com.au
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MINT UNCIRCULATED 

 

New German Legislation affecting collectors 
 

Since our last club meeting I received a message from London dealer Baldwin‘s asking for 

signatures on an email petition to the German Parliament (Reichstag) concerning some 

proposed legislation. The proposed amendment to the German Cultural Property and Heritage 

Protection Law will apply to collections of any kind, such as coins, stamps, books, 

archaeological artefacts etc. The intent of the amendment will require ‘absolute proof of the 

item’s provenance for the previous 20 years’ for items valued at more than €2500 (about 

A$3700 at today’s exchange rates). Where archaeological items are involved the cut off value is 

€100. I presume the intent of the amendment is to restrict the market in stolen antiques and 

unauthorised looting of archaeological sites, especially since the ready availability of metal 

detectors.  
 

Similar legislation has already been passed in the USA. Recent auction catalogues I have 

received from the USA, certainly for ancient coins, commonly have a caveat as to when the 

coins came into the dealer’s possession. Readers of this column may recall a comment on the 

American legislation being a response to requests from some European states, Greece in 

particular, that imports of ancient coins be ended. Wal Holt of Wynyard Coin Centre informed 

me that there was also pressure within the USA for a stop to private collecting of ancient coins 

altogether. 
 

The provenance of lots has been part of art auctions since at least the nineteenth century, 

paintings by famous artists being more concerned with authenticity in a market plagued with 

fakes and unintended attributions. However, that is a market with starting bids in the thousands 

or even millions. I suspect coin and stamp dealers see the legislation requiring a lot more 

paperwork and the coin trade going underground. I doubt if more than one or two of my coins 

come anywhere near the proposed German cut off value but only a minority of my collection 

could be provenanced beyond twenty years. One wonders if this trend will make its way 

downunder. 

 
Lawrence Sherwin 

 

Rome is not lost 

 

The emperor Nero is said to have played his fiddle, or more likely his lyre, while watching 

Rome burn in the year 64. Three and a half centuries later in 410, Rome was sacked by the 

Visigoths. Honorius, emperor of the Western half of the Roman Empire, was based in the city 

of Ravenna, far to the north of Rome. When told that Rome was lost, Honorius replied that it 

couldn’t be because he had been feeding it only minutes earlier. Rome was the name of one of 

his favourite chooks and seems to have mattered more to Honorius than the city. 
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Honorius. AD 393-423. AV Solidus (20mm, 4.43 g). 
Ravenna mint. Struck AD 402-406. Pearl-diademed, draped, 
and cuirassed bust right / Honorius standing right, with foot 
on captive, holding labarum and crowning Victory on globe. 
The R V on the reverse indicates the Ravenna mint. Photo 
courtesy of CNG. 

 
 

One might deduce from this that Honorius was a bit dim. He had become emperor of the west at 

the age of ten and was probably carefully shielded from the real world by palace officials 

responsible for his upbringing. The province of Roman Britain was effectively lost in 407. 

Probably the major achievement of Honorius was to reign for thirty years. 

 

Despite the disorder during his reign, coins of Honorius are remarkably common. Even the gold 

solidi cost little more than 20
th
 gold sovereigns. The portrait is a conventional one and probably 

had little resemblance to Honorius. The very elongate profile was a characteristic of northern 

Italian mints, in this case Ravenna. 

 

Lawrence Sherwin 
 

 

Thanks to  

Orange’s ODEON5 Cinema 
for their kind donation of prizes for the Expo 2015 youth competitions 

 
 

International Reply Paid Coupons 
 

 
Ever had one of these? They are quite collectible in their own right. This one was purchased from the 

Orange Postshop. 
They are very useful in sending to faraway places to get impressions of postmarks..or amking an enquiry 

about stamps. 

http://www.cngcoins.com/Coin.aspx?CoinID=290046
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LETTERS FROM JACK  

Off to a War.   Part I 
 

Jack was the first of the three brothers to enlist in the Army in late-1940.  He had earlier left the 

family home in Eumungerie to work on a property near Baradine.  

 

From late-1939 the Sydney Showground was used as a venue to mobilise the new infantry 

formations. The Sydney Showground Military Post Office was established there on 20 May 1940 
 

Jack wrote from the Sydney Showground to his youngest brother, Kevin:-  

          

 
 

“Showground 

        Sydney 

        Tuesday 

 Dear Brother Kevin 

Just a few lines in reply to your welcomed letter which I received yesterday and am glad to 

hear that you are all well as it leaves me here.  I do hope it is not long before mum is OK 

again – give her my love and tell her I will write to-morrow as I havn’t much time now.  

We have been shifted from the stables – now to the Agricultural building and there is close 

to 1,00o men in it, so we havn’t the privacy we had before when there was only 2 & 3 to a 

stall, and again most of us here have been shifted from our mates, for a lot of us are in 

different sections – there is 4 see to a troop.  
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We had a concert here again last night and it is about the best we have had here yet.  There 

was a singer here who has entertained troops in London & Africa.  

Sid & Colin was here to see me last night. I have seen a lot of my friends from Baradine 

since I have been here. I will send you the photos you want next week as I havn’t got any 

taken. I will get them taken when I get to town next weekend.  

I had last weekend off also and stopped at Uncle Les’.  You can get Pat that uncle & family 

are OK.  But don’t know if Auntie Lila has come to Sydney yet as she hasn’t been out there.  

I went to Luna Park Saturday night7 has a good time for there wasn’t anything I didn’t go 

on.  

Well Kevin I will close now with love to all as I havn’t much time to catch the post.” 

    ‘From your loving brother, Jack” 

The letter was uncensored, as military censorship protocols had not yet been introduced.  

 

Another cover, postmarked MIL.P.O. Ingleburn on 15 December 1941, a few weeks after the first 

letter enclosed a postcard. Most likely it was also used to mail the photographs of Jack in uniform 

alluded to.  

 

 
 

A second letter from Jack to his mother in Eumungerie is dated 25 July 1941.  It is written on the 

letterhead of the Young Men’s Christian Association. They were a major supplier of free stationery 

to servicemen... The envelope comes from another major supplier Australian Defence Canteens. It 

is addressed from the 2/15
th

 Regiment which was raised at the former Roseberry Racecourse on 12 

November 1940. It had 2 batteries, the 29
th

 and the 30
th

. They moved to Holdsworthy in January 

1941.  In May 1941 they had several weeks training at the Bathurst Military Camp on the 

Limekilns Road.  
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        “NX 30607 

        Gnr Foster J 

        2/15 Field Regiment 

2/29
th

 Battery 

“B” Troop 

Dear Mum 

Just a note to let you know that all is OK here and we are anxious to be off.  I sincerely hope you 

are not taking it too hard for you know that I wouldn’t like you to do that for I will be OK.  

We will be off soon – to where I can’t say but will write as soon as we arrive there & give my love 

to them all at Eumungerie for I don’t think I can possibly find time to write to all as we are very 

busy here packing & getting ready to leave. A lot of the boys havn’t finished celebrations, yet the 

wet canteen has been doing a good business.  

I would like to tell you more but we are sworn to secrecy for our own safety’s sake; all our letters 

are to be censored from now on, so you see Mum, the barest of news is all I can give.  

The camp is closed at the present & will be till we leave – so there is no more town for us. We can 

have visitors this evening & tomorrow – so that is not so bad.  

Mum after being shoved off so soon after arriving I will not be able to go and see Uncle Sid or Mrs 

Holbeach – I would have lied to have seen them before I left. If Sid happened to hear about it I 

wouldn’t be surprised to see him at Central as our train gets in. He came a couple of times before.  

I can’t think of much to write about at the present but will tell you about my trip.  All I can say at 

the moment is don’t worry for I will be OK. Tell Pop not to also.  

    Your loving son always 

Jack” 
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A few days, on 29
th

 July 1941Jack sent a letter-sheet (illustrated with a view of Central Railway 

station, to his mother:-  

 

 
 

        “NX 30607 

        Gnr Foster J 

        2/15 Field Regiment 

2/29
th

 Battery 

“B” Troop 

My Dear Mother, 

Just a note to let you know I have received your letter to-day – very pleased to hear from you 

before I sailed. We arrived on board at 12am and had to stay in the cabin till the first sitting at 

1.15pm and we think we are on clover, I’ll say. There were stewards serving us at the table & we 

have sheets and clean towels. – the same conditions as any second class passenger- a treat for us. 

This trip will take 6-7 days non-stop travel – we are to slip out at 3am that is into the midstream, 

but when we leave the heads I can’t say. 

It should be a good trip, if only I am a good sailor – will tell you about that later on. . There was a 

good crowd at Darling Harbour to welcome our troop train in.  

I am sending this note by one of the fitters working on the ship. You can send the jumpers 

addressed as above and I should get it as soon as we arrive.  

I will write more next time. I have to rush to get this off in time.  

I am sending you a souvenir so you know the way we travel. It is not a large ship but it is very 

comfortable.  

Mum I will say cheerio and keep the chin up. You will hear from me at the next port of call.  

I will say cheerio with love to all. 

  From your loving son, Jack” 

 

Jack had included the luncheon menu for his ship, the T.S.M.V. Kanimbla. It was on its way to 

Singapore with the 8
th

 Division.  They were going to re-garrison Singapore & Malaya. The 

Japanese invasion and Pearl Harbour were only months away.  
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The Kanimbla was built in the mid-1930’s by McIlwraith McEachern Limited. Up until 1939 it had 

plied Australian waters. When War started it was requisitioned and converted into an armed 

merchant cruiser and commissioned into the Roya Navy (not the Australian one) as HMS 

Kanimbla. It survived the War and was finally broken up in 1973.  

 

 
HMS Kanimbla decked out for war, Sydney Harbour 1941 
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Jack’s next letter was written at sea and dated 1 August 1941.  

It’s a pity a stamp collector “got to” this otherwise scarce cover. The stamp is stil worth 5c to 10c. 

The cover could have earned $10-$20. 

 

 
 

“NX 30607 

        Gnr Foster J 

        2/15 Field Regiment 

2/29
th
 Battery 

“B” Troop 

My Dear Mother, 

Just a line hoping you are all OK at home as it leaves me here.  

The trip so far has been good, in fact wonderful calm sailing conditions with a day here and there windy. 

This last couple of days the sea has had a lazy roll & a few of the boys are not feeling the best – the majority 

so far have proved good sailors.  

Mum, you would think that you would soon get sick of looking at nothing but sea all day but that is not so, 

we have only seen land once since sailing. 

We are travelling in luxury. There are 4 to a cabin – one sleeps on the floor. I have a top berth.  They say our 

passage is paid as 2
nd

 Class.  The meals are swell, on [???] after the camp life, 3-4 courses very meal, also 

have stewards to wait on us. The crew also do most of the fatigues. All we do is spud barbering and guard 

duties.  

Most of our time during the day is spent on physical training and organised games. 1 ½ hours is spent at 

lectures – so you see we are having a real holiday.  For how long I can’t say.  

Up till t-day [xxx censoredxxx] Sydney time we also {xxcensoredxx] another [xxxcensoredxx] at 

[xxcensoredxx].  

Mum, the only effect the sea travel has had on me so far is that I want and eat more every meal – for you 

also get drowsy. We sleep well at night & most of us have our 40 winks after dinner. 

All sorts & kinds of gambling go on for there is nothing much else for the boys to pass the spare hours away 

at. 

Well Mum, there doesn’t seem to be anything else to write about so I will say cheerio & don’t forget to keep 

he chin up and no. worry all of you. I mean. So adios till later. I will close now with love to all. 

      Your loving son  

[Censoring officer’s signature]    Jack” 
 

To be continued ……. Singapore & Malayan Campaign 
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