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OUR CLUB’S JUBILEE 

Year 

 
The July 28th 2015 meeting marked 
50 years since the inaugural meeting 
of the Club on 29th July 1965. That 
meeting was held at Allcorn's Star 
Ballroom (later the New Patmos 
Restaurant).  23 people attended... 
 

OUR 2015 SPRING 

FAIR & AUCTION  

 

Our annual Spring Fair and auction was held 
on Saturday 17th October, in Orange’s Kenna 
Hall. 
 

It’s not our main show of the year. It’s a just 
meant to be a one-day show where we can 
present the hobbies of philately & numismatics 
to the Orange community.  It’s also an 
opportunity to have an auction. 
 

For what it is, the day was quite successful 
 

 
Phillip Green with customer John Gibb at the Spring 
Fair 
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2015 SPRING FAIR AUCTION 

Our auction went well. Col Davidson did a 

fantastic job as sole auctioneer, getting 

through the 225 lots on offer. The auction 

started at 2.30pm and was finished by 

3.10pm. 
 

For comparison in 2014 the Spring Fair 

auction had 289 lots, but it took 95 minutes 

to get through.  In 2014 there was a ‘record’ 

number 36 room bidders in 2014, but this 

year we only had 20.  Also this year we 

didn’t do mail bidding.  Nonetheless 102 of 

the 225 lots sold. 

  

Auction lot viewing started at 9am and 

continued until the auction started. .  Again, 

this year to view lots the bidder needed to fill 

out a sheet listing what they wanted to look 

at.  Lots were then marked out to potential 

bidders.  When viewing was finished, the 

lots were signed back in. Thanks goes to 

Tony Richards for looking after the viewing 

table all day. 
 
 

 

The2015 Spring Fair auction in progress 
 

Thanks to Eileen Davidson for “pencilling” 

during the auction and to Howard Lyons for 

being auction treasurer. Dave Field, the usual 

auction treasurer had to pull out at the last 

minute.   
 

There was a good range of auction material 

on offer from Ancient to modern coins and 

Australian, Australian colonial and 

   Overseas stamps and covers. 
 

Col & Eileen Davison are thanked for 

producing the 13-page, illustrated,  auction 

catalogue.  

 

 
Eileen Davidson pencilling and Howard 

Lyons performing the tole of auction 

treasurer at the 2015 Spring Fair auction. 

 

Derek Dolstra made the criticism at the 

September meeting that we all probably need 

to improve how we write auction lot 

descriptions. Some of the descriptions could 

have been more detailed.  They were not 

sufficiently descriptive for a potential mail 

bidder. 

 
 

SPRING FAIR DISPLAYS 

Members provided some great displays. Two 
rows of trestles in the middle of the Kenna 
Hall were filled with displays. After 9am, extra 
trestles had to be added to accommodate all 
the displays that kept coming in.  
 

Displays at the Spring Fair are not 
competitive. It’s just an opportunity to show 
the community what we do. 
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The kid’s display of Favourite Animals, shown 
below, from the Bletchington Public School 
Stamp Club was hugely popular.  
 

 
 

CLUB DEALERS 

The Spring Fair is normally limited to Club 

dealers.  Out-of-town dealers won’t come if 

there is an auction on.  
 

Tony Read, Graham Doherty, Geoff Henry, 

Rob Willis and Howard Lyons all sold at this 

year’s Spring Fair.   
 

Because of the “hole” created by the absence 

of Norm Binns and Wendy Stoker, who had 

been the mainstay of our stamp-selling, Phil. 

Green, a regular attender of our shows, was 

invited to sell stamps. Phil had some good 

things, especially postal history on his table. 
 

Selling members of Wagga Club were 

invited too, but were not able to come 
 

SPRING FAIR RAFFLE 

First prize in the Spring Fair raffle was a 

grocery hamper. 

 

 
Spring Fair 2015 Raffle prizes were on display on the 

front desk 

 

A huge thanks goes out to all those Club 

members who donated non-perishable foods 

for the hamper. 
 

Second prize was a landscape painting very 

kindly donated by Tony Read. 

The raffle was drawn by the secretary at 

3pm. 

1
st
 prize was won by Tony Read 

2
nd

 prize was won by Aaron Henry 
 

Unfortunately raffle ticket sales were very 

down on the 2014 Spring Fair and only half 

of the Spring Fair 2013. 
 

FRONT DESK 

Thanks to all those who worked n the front 

desk, especially Ron Mills, Lawrie Sherwin, 

Eileen Davidson & the Henry family. 
 

JUNIOR ACTIVITIES TABLE 

Audrey Ferris dis a great job looking after 

the lid’s activities table. 
 

 
A young visitor at the kid’s activities table at the 

2015 Spring Fair 

What was exciting was the display 

prepared by Favourite Animals, shown 

below, from the Bletchington Public 

School Stamp Club on the theme of 

Favourite Animals [a picture is shown on 

the previous page].  
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Howard Lyons with customers at the 2015 Spring 
Fair 

 

NEW COMMITTEE TO MANAGE 

THE ORANGE CULTURAL 

CENTRE 

 

The Club attended the annual general 
meeting of the Orange Cultural Centre 
Management Committee on 21 October.  
We provided a written annual report. 
 

Orange Council has directed a change in the 
way the Committee functions.  It now only 
has an advisory role to Council, who have 
taken over all maintenance, parking and 
bookings.  The reconstituted committee now 
only has to provide feedback to Council on 
issued that affect he Centre. It is to be forum 
for all users to raise and discuss Centre-
related issues.   We are now represented on 
the committee, but like all other users, only 
get one vote.  
 

The Club had previously been critical about 
the lack of communication from the old 
committee, finding doors unlocked when we 
arrived, and the huge increase in hire charges 
(from $10 a day to $10 an hour). 
 

Five new trestle tables have arrived at the 
Cultural Centre, though they have not all 
been assembled. Council has asked that we 
now remove our 6 plastic trestle tables.  
 
 
 
 

OUR NEXT CLUB ‘NIGHT’ 

MEETING, AFTER THIS 

ONE, IS ON TUESDAY 24
th

 

NOVEMBER 2015.  

 

The next meeting, after this one, is on 
Tuesday, 24th November 2015 at 7.30pm.  
 

We always meet on the last Tuesday in each 
month at the Orange Information & 
Community Services building. Entry is through 
the kitchen at the back of the building, from 
the Woolworth’s Car park 

 

NEXT MONTHLY ORANGE COIN 

& STAMP FAIR IS IN THE 

ORANGE CULTURAL CENTRE 

ON SATURDAY 7
th

 NOVEMER 

2015 

 

Our next monthly Coin & Stamp Fair will be 
held on Saturday 7th November 2015 in the 
main hall of the Orange Cultural Centre in 
Sale St. 
The October monthly fair was a very 
successful one. 
 

The Fair runs from 9.30am till about 1.30 
p.m.   
 

The venue for our monthly fair is the Orange 
Cultural Centre. It is held on the 1st 
Saturday of each month.  
 

The Orange Cultural Centre is the white-
stuccoed former school building, with trees out 
the front, on the right as you enter the 
Woolworth’s car park from Sale St. Harris 
Farm fruit market is on the left.  

 

YOUR 2015-16 ANNUAL 

MEMBERSHIP 

SUBSCRIPTION MAY BE 

OVERDUE 

HAVE YOU PAID? 
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OUR NEXT MIDDAY MEETING IS 

ON MONDAY 9
th

 NOVEMBER  

2015 

 

Our next lunchtime meeting will be at midday 
on Monday 9th November 2015.   
We meet in the Orange Community 
Information & Service Centre, Kite Street.  
Access is from Woolworth’s car park or the 
Kite St entrance. 
 

If you haven’t been before, please come along. 
It’s an opportunity for swapping, for asking 
questions and for information.  
 
 

DATES SET FOR EXPO 2016  
The Kenna Hall has been booked for Saturday 
9th and Sunday 10th April 2016 for our 2016 
Orange Coin & Stamp Expo. 
 

A booking for the 2016 Spring Fair has been 
made for Saturday 15th October 2016. 

 

ITEMS FOR THIS NEWSLETTER 

AND CORRESPONDENCE TO 

THE CLUB 

 

Items for this newsletter need to be posted to 
the Secretary at the Club’s postal address: -PO 
Box 324 ORANGE 2800.  They can always 
also be e-mailed to: - ddolstra@bigpond.net.au 

-Or phone 63 614 872. 
The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are 
those of the editor & are not necessarily the 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club Inc. 

 
 

THANKS TO EXPO 2015 

SPONSORS - PLEASE SUPPORT 

THEM IN RETURN 

 

 Australian Stamp Professional 
magazine 

 Dot Richards for the main raffle 
prizes 

 Seven Seas Stamps 

 M.R. Roberts & the Wynyard 
Coin Centre 

 Jane Silvester of East Orange LPO 

 Orange Odeon5 Cinemas 

 Community Radio Station 107.5 
FM 

  

DEALERS WHO ATTENDED 

OUR 2015 EXPO – KEEP 

SUPPORTING THEM   
 

 A. Byrne Coins  (Tony Byrne 

from Canberra – PO Box 53, 
MITCHELL, A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 
6255 4044) 

  

 AAA Stamps (Steve Burton 

from the Central Coast.. ph: 0432 
540 760, email: 
aaastamps@yahoo.com.au  
World-wide stamps bought & sold 

  

 Phil & Win Morehouse, 

Bankstown NSW. Ph: (02) 9707 
4087, email: 
wmorehouse@netspace.net.au 

 

 Wynyard Coin Centre 7 

Hunter Arcade, Sydney, 2000 – 
Lower Concourse, Wynyard 
Railway Station; Ph (02) 9299 
2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710.Their 
e-mail address is 
sales@wynyardcoins.com.au  

  

 Orange Stamps and Coins 

(Howard Lyons) PO Box 9288, 
ORANGE NSW 2800; Ph/fax 
(02) 6362 2368; E-mail: - 
howard.lyons@bigpond.com 

 

DATES FOR 2015 & 2016 

 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

meeting & monthly 
meeting, 7.30pm 
Tuesday 27th October 
at the Community Info 
Centre, Kite St 

 

NORPEX 2015, Newcastle Philatelic 
Society is sponsoring 

mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
mailto:aaastamps@yahoo.com.au
mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
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NORPEX for National 
one-frame exhibits at 
Pioneer Hall, Cowper St, 
Wallsend, 31st October & 
1st November 2015 

 
Campbelltown Club’s Fisher’s Ghost 

Stamp Fair, Civic Hall, 
Campbelltown, Sunday 
8th November 2015 

 
PHILAS Stamp Auction, PHILAS House, 

Saturday 14th 
November  

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 
fair, Saturday 7th 
November 2015 9.30 
to 1.30, at the Orange 
Cultural Centre, Sales 
St, Orange.  

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club midday 
swap meeting, 
Monday 10th 
November 2015, 
midday, at the 
Community Info 
Centre, Kite St 

 
Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair, 21st & 22nd  

November 2015, at Sturt 
Primary School, 60 
White Avenue, 
Kooringal, Wagga Wagga 

 
Mudgee Club’s 4th Annual Banknote, 

Coin & Stamp Fair   
10-4, Sunday 22nd 

November 2015 at 
Club Mudgee 

 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

meeting, 7.30pm 
Tuesday 24th 
December at the 
Community Info 
Centre, Kite St. The last 
meeting of 2015! 

 

Petersham SCDAA Stamp & Coin Super 
Fair, Petersham 
Town Hall, 107 
Crystal St Petersham; 
Sunday 29th 
November 2015 

 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

fair, Saturday 5th 
December 2015 9.30 
to 1.30, at the Orange 
Cultural Centre, Sales 
St, Orange.  

 
 
There is no midday meeting or night meeting in 

December 2015. There 
will be no monthly Coin 
& Stamp Fair in the 
Cultural Centre in 
January. 

 
Orange Coin & Stamp Expo 2016,Kenna 

Hall, 90 Hill St Orange 
on Sat 9th and Sun 10th 
April 2016 

 
 

THE NEXT LUNCH-TIME MEETING is at midday Monday 9th 

November 2015, at the Orange Community Information & Services Centre, 79 
Kite St.  It’s a great opportunity to swap stamps.  No theme 

…………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 

Thanks to Australian Stamps Professional Magazine for their kind donation of back copies for 

our EXPO 2015. Pick the current issue up at your newsagent or email info@zoi.com.au.  Most 

Orange newsagents now keep it. 

   www.australianstampspr 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

mailto:info@zoi.com.au
http://www.australianstampspr/
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MUDGEE CLUB’S 4
th

 ANNUAL COIN, 

BANKNOTE & STAMP FAIR IS ON SUNDAY 

22
nd

 NOVEMBER 2015 at Club Mudgee 

$2 entry 

10am to 4pm 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Hunter Arcade, Sydney, 2000 – Lower Concourse, Wynyard Railway Station; Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax 

(02) 9290 3710.Their e-mail address is sales@wynyardcoins.com.au 
 

The Wynyard Coin Centre was a sponsor of our Expo 2015. Please support them. 
 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Thanks to  

Orange’s ODEON5 Cinema 
for their kind donation of prizes for the Expo 2015 youth competitions 

 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

CAMPBELLTOWN CLUB’S FISHER’S GHOST 

STAMP FAIR & AUCTION 

 

Civic Centre, Campbelltown 
9.30 tp 3.30 

Sunday 8th November  
Dealers 

Auctions at11.30 and 2 
 
 

 
 

mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
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ORANGE STAMPS and COINS 
P.O. Box 9288,    Orange. 2800 

Email: howard.lyons@bigpond.com 

2015 Remembrance Day - $2  Orange Coloured Uncirculated Coin 

 

Limited stock available – Order Now  @ $5- 00 per coin 
Delivery of coins not expected until early November 

              ************************               *************************** 

Also available is the 2015 $2 'C' Mintmark Coloured Uncirculated Coin in honour of this special 

commemoration available for $12-50. 

 

  

ORANGE STAMPS and COINS 
P.O. Box 9288, Orange. 

Email: howard.lyons@bigpond.com 
Phone: 6362 2368 

 

http://wynyardcoins.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c98fa5cf0e410da586f541622&id=aba79bfe78&e=03bee26c97
mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
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LETTERS FROM JACK  
Part III: A Quit Time, Then Japan Invades Malaya 
 

Jack Foster had joined the 2/15
th

 Field Regiment. It was raised at the former Rosebery Racecourse 

in Sydney on 12
th

 November 1940. The regiment had two batteries, the 29
th

 and 30
th

 Field Batteries.  

They began training at Ingleburn with 18-pounder guns. These had been used in World War I and it 

was comically noted, they were older than the gunners. In January 1941 the Regiment moved to a 

new field camp at Holdsworthy.  In May 1941 the Regiment moved to Bathurst where it carried out 

training exercises with the 8
th

 Divisions 27
th

 Brigade for a week.  On 29
th

 July they left Australia on 

the troopship Katoomba for service on the Malayan Peninsula.  
 

The rest of the 2
nd

 A.I.F. had been sent to the Middle East, but there was growing concern about 

Japan invading Malaya.  The 2/15
th

 first went into camp at Nee Soon in Singapore in August 1940, 

where the men trained. They started to familiarise themselves with the jungle. Later, some units of 

the 2/15
th

, including the 29
th

 Battery, in which Jack served, were stationed in the adjacent Malayan 

state of Johore. It was not until 25
th

 November that they received their first 25-pounder guns.  
 

The Regiment’s commanding officer, Lt-Colonel John O’Neill was killed in a car accident on 11
th

 

November 1941. Lt-Colonel John Wright, who had previously been in the Royal Flying Corps, took 

over.  At that time there were about 600 in the Regiment.  
 

Throughout November and December 1941 it seemed to the Australian Government and the Army 

H.Q. (but not the men) that war with Japan was increasingly likely.   
 

Late in the afternoon on 5
th

 December 1941 the 2/15
th

 HQ mobilised from Singapore and Johore to 

relieve the 2/10
th

 Regiment in the Kluang Rubber Estate. HQ new war was imminent. Kluang is in 

the middle of Johore. It was late the site of General Yamashita’s headquarters in January 1942 as 

the Japanese kept driving south.  
 

The Japanese did not start their invasion of Malaya until 00.30 hours on 8 the December 1941. This 

was several hours before Pearl Harbour was attacked.  They landed on the far north-eastern coast of 

Malaya, still hundreds of kilometre to the north of where the 2/15 Regiment was in Johore. 
 

In the period before the invasion, the Australian troops, with no action in sight that they could see 

became a little complacent, even bored, and not expecting anything to happen.  
 

Jack wrote on 20 October 1941, by air mail, from his field camp amongst the rubber trees, 

somewhere in Johore:-  

        “NX 30607 Gunner Foster JCT 

        2/15 Field Regt 29 Battery B Troop 

        A.I.F. Malaya  20 /10 /41 

‘Dear Mum, 

‘Just a note to let you know I received your letter. Glad to know you are all doing O.K. as it leaves me 

here.  Yes, I received the letter O.K. from Auntie Myrtle & answered it straight back 

  She should have received it long ago. I t was hard on her Les getting shifted so sudden. I have also 

received two letters from Jean Leggett, the last one recently.  She had come back to Tottenham after 

a couple of week’s holiday I also received the first of the papers you have sent yesterday (dated 2
nd

 

September).  . Its glad to get them as we like plenty [of] reading matter – and Mum as yet I havn’t 

received any parcels but may do so yet as the mail from the boats drifts in a little each day for about 

a week.  Sorry to hear the crops are not the best Mum and sincerely hope you have had rain by the 

time this letter gets to you.  Tell Pop not to be a fool and start working as it is not worth the risk. “ 
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“We are still on the same old routine work so there is not much to write about as far as the life here 

goes.  Sometimes we have some very difficult route marches through the jungle area, working by 

compass only...  in lots of places we have had to hack our way through but so far we havn’t come 

across any wild jungle animals; in fact  we havn’t seem too many snakes – very surprising to me as 

I thought that there were  thousands here.  One of the boys a few days back very nearly walked into 

one. – just happened to notice it in time.  The Company Sergeant Major who had a revolver made 

short work of it.  They are very different here to at home for most of them live in the trees and not 

on the ground – so here we have to keep our eyes open – up, not down.  This type is nearly as 

deadly as the cobra.  I only wish I had that 32 Colt over here. I would then feel much safer on these 

trips. We can carry them if we can buy same.  They are very hard to procure over here. I am trying 

to procure one but there don’t seem much hope. ‘ 
 

‘Mum, we are now getting in to the summer season over here. The weather is much stormier and 

hotter, but as yet I havn’t found it to be as bad as the heat on our own western plains & we never 

have dust over here – for all open places are practically lawn. You perspire very freely in this 

climate. We all hate it when we have to wear a shirt.   We were again at Port Dickson enjoying the 

surf a few days back – this surf is very popular with the boys, for all like a swim. It is very pretty 

there as it is a holiday resort for all the idle rich. The homes are very nice.  As a beach it is not bad.  

The prettiest time there is just in sundown. The palm trees with a tropical sunset is the prettiest 

sight I have seen yet.  How is all the rest of my family at Eum[ungerie]?  Give my love to all.’   
 

‘Well, Mum, that seems to be all for the present so I will say cheerio with love to all and don’t 

forget to keep the chin up. ‘ 

      Your loving son 

      Jack 

P.S. The weather at the moment is very changeable; raining one minute, sunshine the 

next – you never know what it’s going to do next.” 
 

 

The next letter to his younger brother Kevin is dated 6 November 1941:-  

       “Thursday  

        6 / 11// 41 

‘Dear Kevin 

Just a note to tell you I am doing O.K.; hope this finds t=you the same.  How is school going?    

Kevin, I hope you are learning all you can & are not neglecting to practice your sketching as much 

as possible for if you can do any good at that you will find it far better than hard work.  When next 

you see any of the Adam’s would you tell than that I wish to be remembered to them.  

Kev, I want you to help Lance as much as possible during the holidays. If you do that it will make 

life a lot easier for him.’ 

 

‘Do you know where Ivan mason is over here,   I would like to get in touch with him? I wrote to 

Phil Ley, but havn’t had a reply yet.  No more tigers have been shot near here lately. I intend trying 

to get a skin as soon as any more are got here.  How is the old village [Eumungerie}? Still as dead 

as ever I suppose – and don’t suppose there are any newcomers since I have left?   Don’t forget to 

let me know if here is.’  

 

AS for ever seeing any action here I don’t think we ever will.  I have also gad a fair amount of 

leave here & we have seen a lot of different towns – but the only difference is that one is larger than 

others.  As for the produce here there is no difference – just a mixture of rubber, rice and cocoanuts 

and, of course, the wild jungle growth. ‘ 

 

‘Well, brother, that seems to be all for the present so will close with love.’ 
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     Your big brother, Jack” 

 

 
The pre-stamped envelope cover for Jack’s lettes of 6 November 1941. The censor’s signature is on the left 

under the censor’s hand-stamp. No stamps were available for Australian troops involved in the Malayan 

Campaign after about October 1941.  

 

 

A letter to his mum was enclosed with the one to Kevin: -  

“NX 30607 Gunner Foster JCT 

        2/15 Field Regt 29 Battery B Troop 

        A.I.F. Malaya 6/11/41 

‘Dear Mum, 

‘Just a line to let you know all is O.K. over here. Hoping this finds you the same.  Glad to hear that Pop 

is progressing up the right road & sincerely hope it is not long before he is himself again.  Yes, I guess 

Lance is finding it hard going at doing all the hay-cutting work himself & hope the crop is turning out 

better than he expected. To make up for all the extra work he has had to do.  By all accounts from the 

boys who have already left & about to leave, there would be no more than 3 or 4 left at Eumungerie.  I 

should think it is doing its share to help Aussie.  It shouldn’t be too long before the school Xmas 

holidays start. Thar should help out Lance a lot for Kevin will be big and able enough to help him out 

with the harvesting.   The only photo of a group that I am in is the one in front of the tent – the one 

taken on the road between the rubber plantations. I took that one myself, so I can’t guess at the one you 

mean.  The wet season has just started in earnest over here now for on the average in a 24-hour day we 

have 4 storms – and does it know how to rain over here – just simply pours down – and you are 

drenched to the skin in a few seconds – but you take notice of that for the sun soon dries you out after 

half an hour or so. ‘ 

 

‘We are still having the run of outs with our officers for the C.O. passed away last Sunday, killed in a 

road accident.  The whole regiment went to the funeral on the Monday evening. At 3am we had to 

march to it. It was a good show till we left the church when it started to rain then it kept showery till he 

was laid to rest.  All in the regiment will miss him very much for he was a great old scout & was 

thought the world of by all. We will be very lucky if our new boss is as good as he was – for he was a 

man as well as an officer. ‘ 
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“Yesterday I was among the lot who gave blood for the blood bank over here.  The amount taken from 

me was about half a pint.   A couple of the boys felt a little faint for about half an hour after they were 

done, but most of us had no after effects at all.  We are having 24 hours no duties today so as to 

replenish the supply taken from us.  This is the only crowd of the A.I.F. that had very man volunteer to 

give blood so we hold one record if we never get another. Our day’s routine is the same as when I wrote 

last.’ 
 

‘I wrote to Auntie Myrtle about a month ago but havn’t received a reply but intend writing again next 

week just in case it went astray.  Yes, I guess she gets very lonely now that Les has gone from Aussie & 

it would surprise me a bit that it won’t be long before she decides to shift to the country.  Just in case 

you write before she does could you take his address if you have it.   I had a letter from young Max a 

few days back & by what he says he never goes to Eum[ungerie] much & seems to like it out there.  

Have also had a few letter from my Showground mate from over the other side, Dan Kennedy. He has 

had about 6 week’s action & said we should be thankful we are in Malaya for it is no soft cop over 

there.  Mum, do you think you could get the Man Magazine sent over here every month – something for 

me to read. I have answered Una’s letter and she should have had it before now.’ 

 

‘Well, Mum, that seems to be all for the present so will close now with love to all & hoping you keep 

the chin up & don’t worry.’ 

 

     Your loving son, Jack” 

 

 

 
The funeral of Lt-Col. John O’Neill, C.O. of the 2/15th 

 

The next letter, sent air mail and written in much diluted and getting-scarce ink, is dated 8
th
 December, 

1941, the day Japan invaded: -  

 

“NX 30607 Gunner Foster JCT 

        2/15 Field Regt 29 Battery B Troop 

        A.I.F. Malaya    8/12/41 

‘Dear Mum, 

‘Just a line to let you know I received your last letter O.K.: glad to hear from you as it leaves me.  Mum, 

this will only be a short note as we are very busy here at present. We are also in a war area now, having 

a bust time of it but enjoying it all just the same. It looks very much like something is to happen here 

any day now Mum, and we are likely to be at the front where there is no chance of writing, so if I 

happen to be a long time in answering or writing  to you Mum, don’t worry, it will be O.K., so keep the 

chin up and keep smiling.’ 
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“I suppose by the time you receive this Mum the harvest will be very nearly over.   I had a letter from 

Jean & Auntie Myrtle the same day, and I heard from Jean that they had all finished harvesting. Then I 

looked forward to reading the letter from Auntie Myrtle, for she wrote a very interesting letter.  By what 

she says Les didn’t like Palestine – the heat seems to affect him too much.  I also received a wonderful 

parcel from Lettie a few days ago. She never seems to forget anything.  Auntie is also keeping a 

motherly eye on me and a good friend also.  I also received another parcel from the Comfort Fund at 

home.   I will store the card so you can give it to them Mum, for I only have one envelope here till Lord 

knows when I will be able to write to you again – but as soon as I get another opportunity I will write 

again.    I will say cheerio to all at home. Hoping to hear from you soon Mum. I will also again as soon 

as possible, Mum. So adieu with love.” 

    ‘Your loving son Jack 

 P.S. Keep the chin up Mum, for I will be O.K.    Jack” 

 

 

 
The pre-stamped air mail envelope, shown above, enclosed Jack’s letter of 8 December 1941. The 

triangular censor’s stamp had seen earlier service in the Middle-East.  By this time there are no stamps 

left in Malaya. This early form of pre-stamped, “POSTAGE PAID / 25 CENTS / MALAYA” envelope 

was developed by the Army Postal Service to overcome the shortage of stamps. They sold for 25c in 

Malayan currency.  Even these envelopes are almost impossible to find in December 1941.  

This cover has also been cancelled with the “AUST BASE P.O.  / 15 DE 41 / 26.” date-stamp.  

 

 

The Australian 8
th
 Division was practically all situated in Johore state when the Japanese landed in the 

far north on 8
th
 December.  The first defence was put up by British and Indian Divisions. It would not 

be long before the Australians would be involved in bitter fighting. 
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Jack had earlier sent a Chinese-made Christmas card to his Mum on 9
th
 of November.  This went by the 

much slower sea post.  It contained a eucalypt-like dried leaf: -  

 

 

 

 
 

 



 - Page  - 16 ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR OCTOBER 2015 

 

 

Bicentenary 1815 – 2015 and the Waterloo 
Medal 

 

The Battle of Waterloo marked the end of Napoleon Bonaparte’s rule over France and much of Europe. It 
was fought on 18 June 1815, in what is now Belgium, between a French army led by Napoleon and an 
Anglo-Prussian-Dutch coalition commanded by Arthur Wellesley, (afterwards Duke of Wellington) and 
Gebhard von Blücher, assisted by William, Prince of Orange, who led the Dutch contingent.  
 
At the start of 1815 the newly restored king Louis XVIII of France fled upon the return of Napoleon 
Bonaparte from exile in Elba. Napoleon took Paris without a shot being fired and began 100 days of his 
return to power that ended with his defeat at the Battle of Waterloo. By the end of the year Louis XVIII 
was back on the throne of France. Cartoons of the time depicted him returning to France in an allied 
baggage cart. Napoleon abdicated as Emperor of France and was dispatched to lifetime exile in the remote 
island of St Helena. 
 
To commemorate the victory, Pistrucci, a leading die engraver at the time (recall his St George and the 
dragon reverse of the sovereign), was commissioned only ten days after the battle to design a medal and 
prepare the dies. For a variety of reasons this took 33 years, by which time only about none of the intended 
royal recipients was still alive. Although a work of art the medal was never actually struck, the machinery of 
the time, probably even today, being quite incapable of striking such a large flan, being some 139mm in 
diameter. Posterity had to be content with casts from the dies. Medals struck in 2015 to mark the 
bicentenary, using the same design, were comparatively modest with a diameter of 88.9mm. 
 

 
 
The reverse of the medal, shown above much reduced, shows a rather idealised representation of Wellesley 
and Blücher. 
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The obverse shown here at about actual size, depicted profile busts of the kings and emperors who 
opposed Napoleon up to the Battle of Waterloo. From left to right these are George IV of England, Franz 
of Austria, Alexander I of Russia and Frederick William III of Prussia, although none of these rulers 
actually went anywhere near the battlefield. George IV was actually the Prince Regent in 1815, ruling on 
behalf of his insane father George III. William Prince of Orange, by then king William II of the 
Netherlands, seems to have been deemed of minor importance and hence omitted from the design, 
although he actually fought at Waterloo.  It is interesting to note that there is no inscription, unlike just 
about any other commemorative medal. 
 

And what did all this have to do with Orange? Major Thomas Mitchell, liaison officer between the British 
army and the Prince of Orange commanding the Dutch forces at Waterloo, later became Surveyor General 
of New South Wales. When surveying the village of Blackmans Swamp, he decided to name it after his 
former comrade, by then King William II of the Netherlands. Downstream of Orange of course is another 
reminder of the hero of Waterloo, the town of Wellington. 
 

Celebrating the bicentenary of Waterloo proved to be a sensitive topic, at least where the French were 
concerned. The Sydney Morning Herald of 12 June 2015 carried a brief item on French objections to a 2 
euro coin struck by Belgium to commemorate the event. Reportedly 180, 000 of the coins were consigned 
to the melting pot. However, a little known or used rule of the European Union allows euro currency 
countries to issue coins for local circulation if they are not one of the mainstream denominations. The 

Belgians consequently minted a 2½ euro coin to mark the event. 
 
Lawrence Sherwin 
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