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OUR CLUB’S JUBILEE 

Year 

 
The July 28th 2015 meeting marked 
50 years since the inaugural meeting 
of the Club on 29th July 1965. That 
meeting was held at Allcorn's Star 
Ballroom (later the New Patmos 
Restaurant).  23 people attended... 

 
 

 

 

OUR SPRING FAIR & 

AUCTION IS ON 

SATURDAY 17
th

 

OCTOBER  

 

Our annual Spring Fair and auction is on 
Saturday 17th October, in the Kenna Hall. 
 

And, yes!   We will be having our auction. 

Col & Eileen have done a great job 

preparing the 12-page auction catalogue. 

Copies will be available at the meeting and 

at the Spring Fair.    
Doors open to the public at 9am.  
 
 

The auction will start at 2.30pm. Lot viewing 

should be available from about 9.30am.  
 

Your numbered auction lots need to be 

delivered by 9am. 
 

WE NEED YOUR DONATIONS FOR 

THE HAMPER RAFFLE! 

29th SEPTEMBER 
2015 

ISSUE #163 

 

http://club.philas.org.au/orange/
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This Spring Fair we will again be raffling a 
food hamper. Tickets will be 3 for $1.  
 

The Club are seeking your 
donations of non-perishable food 
items for the hamper. We are looking for 

are Spring & Summer consumables. Make sure 
they are not out of date. 
 
 

DISPLAYS 

Please start preparing your displays. Some 
visitors come to our Spring Fair, not to buy or 
sell, but to look at our Club displays.  The 
Spring Fair is on opportunity to present 
ourselves to the community. 
 

VOLUNTERS ARE NEEDED FOR 

THE FRONT DESK 

We urgently need volunteers for the front 
door and to sell raffle tickets in the hamper at 
the front desk & in the hall. 

 

YOUR 2015-16 ANNUAL 

MEMBERSHIP 

SUBSCRIPTION IS NOW 

DUE 

 
 
 
 

OBITUARIES 

 

KAREN CLARK OF FIVEWAYS 

PHILATELICS 

 

Peter Simpfendorfer of Wagga Club has 

reported to us on the death of the very 

popular Karen Clark of Fiveways Philatelics.    

Karen passed away from a stroke on 4
th
 

September while preparing for a stamp 

show.    
 

Karen & Alf Clark have run the Fiveways 

Philatelics business from Box Hill in 

Victoria for many years.  Up until recently 

they were a regular attender of our Orange 

Expos.  With increasing age they had both 

found it harder to travel all the way to 

Orange for our Expo weekend.  
 

Our condolences to Alf Clark. 
 
 

LLEWELLYN PAUL THOMAS 

 

Paul Thomas was a regular visitor and 

exhibitor at our Orange Expos.  
 

He was born in Broken Hill on 21 June 1938 

and passed away on 24 May 2015.  The 

PHILAS News says of him: - “Unlike many 

collectors, Paul took the trouble to write up 

his collections on very attractive album 

pages. His collection on aspects of disease 

and medicine must have run to hundreds of 

pages, with the characteristics of the disease 

and the history of treatments thoroughly 

researched and described.  He showed these 

displays competitively at our Orange Expos 

over a number of years.  
 

Paul was an active member of several 

Sydney Clubs, including Smithfield.  
 

 

ELMARS OZOLS 

 

Elmars Ozols passed away on 11
th

 

September 2015.   He was a valued 

member of our Club.  
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Elmars passed away at the age of 87 at the 

Gosling Creek Aged Care facility. He had 

been seriously ill for some time.  His wife 

Vicki had passed away in May of last year, 

also, after a long illness.  
 

The Club passes on its deepest sympathy to 

his family: - Wayne & Olga, Denise & 

Graham Shepherd, Garry & Janice, Leanne 

Scott, and Janelle & Michael Borg. 
 

Elmars joined our Club in 1999. He 

remained an active, stamp-collecting 

member until June 2012, when a severe 

deterioration Vicki’s health, combined with 

his own health issues, forced him to give 

up the hobby.    
 

In that time he was a very regular attender 

of our Club meetings. He served on the 

Club’s management committee in 2004-

2005.  John Stoker and Elmars, as a pair 

for many years looked after the auction lots 

table at our Spring Fair at the Uniting 

Church hall.   Elmars was a great 

contributor of pages to our circuit book. He 

introduced Club members to collecting the 

stamps of Baltic & Central European 

countries. . For a time he filled in as Club 

librarian.  
 

Elmars will be remembered for always 

being helpful, for his consistently polite 

and even-tempered demeanour, and for his 

contribution in helping us better 

understand European philately. 
 

Elmars Ozols was born in Riga, Latvia on 

10 February 1928.  His parents passed 

away when he was very young and he was 

brought up by his grand-parents.   During 

World War II Latvia had been invaded by 

Germany.  Germany had driven out the 

Russians, who had invaded in 1941. 

Elmars got his first job with Siemens, the 

German electrical firm, as an apprentice 

electrician.  
 

In late-1944 he had to flee German-

occupied Latvia to escape the advancing 

Russian Army... In May 1945 he fled from 

Russian-occupied eastern Germany to the 

British Occupied Zone, where he obtained 

his displaced persons papers.  He 

subsequently moved to the U.S. Occupied 

Zone where he found work for the U.S. 

Army in Nuremberg “moving fuel drums 

around”.  
 

 
 

Elmars started to look further afield and 

made a decision to migrate to Australia. He 

left on 11 June 1949, travelling overland to 

Naples, where he joined a ship to Australia.  
 

His first job in Australia was as a labourer 

at EMMCO (later EMAIL) in Orange.  He 

was given accommodation in the 

temporary tent settlement/hostel beside the 

railway.  
 

In 1950 he obtained employment as a 

psychiatric nurse at Bloomfield Hospital.   

While there, Elmars became one of the 

early members of the Bloomfield 

Theatrical Society. He was involved in 

productions of Showboat & The Merry 

Widow, both as a performer and as lighting 

technician.  
 

There he met his wife-to-be, Vicki, who 

also a psychiatric nurse.  Elmars became 

Naturalised in 1955.  He & Vicki married 

on 30 March 1955.  
 

He took up a number of interests, all of 

which he did very well.   Elmars liked 

playing music. He was an excellent cake-

decorator.  He took up cross-stitching, and, 

after a heart attack, took up making 

tapestries. For these he was a regular 
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winner of 1
st
 and 2

nd
 prizes at the Orange 

Show.  He also won prizes at the Royal 

Easter Show in Sydney.  We remember him 

for his stamp collecting.  
 

Elmars was also heavily involved, in 

Freemasonry in Orange.  
 

His other interest was travel. He & Vicki 

made quite a number of visits to Asian and 

to European destinations. On his last trip to 

Europe - to newly-independent Latvia - he 

re-established contact with his wider 

family.  
 

Elmars will be missed.  
 

BATHEX 2015: A VERY 

SUCCESSFUL 

WEEKEND  

 
The Bathurst Club held their huge Bathex 
2015 last weekend, the 26th and 27th 
September, at Bathurst Showground.  
The event coincided with the celebrations for 
the Bathurst Bicentenary.   In fact the full title 
of the event was: - Bathex 2015 Bicentenary 
Collectibles, Mineral & Gem Exhibition – Bathurst 
Remembers 200 Years of History. 
 
It was a wonderful way of celebrating 200 
years of European settlement at Bathurst, - 
Australia’s oldest inland town.  
 
Appropriately, there was a huge range of 
history-related displays.  There were stage 
coaches, and displays about bushranging. 
There was a railway history display put on by 
the Oberon – Tarana Heritage Railway Group.  
Simon Fazzari had model trains running. The 
Sydney Morse Code Fraternity & the Telstra 
Museum .had a working Morse-code set up 
that allowed visitors to send sample telegrams.  
There was something for everyone. 
 
The Bathurst Club’s display of stamps on the 
ex-PHILAS frames was very impressive.  
These were aggregated in the “middle” hall.  
 

 
Stamp frames at Bathex 2015. The Club table sold 
Bathex 2015 souvenir envelopes (and envelopes from 
previous Bathex shows. 
 
Bathurst Club numismatic and postcard 
exhibits were spread over the three adjoining 
halls.  Again, the level of the exhibits was very 
high.  
 

Tony Read put some of his own displays in  
 

 
Tony Read’s Internment Money display at Bathex 
2015 
 
 

 
Howard Lyons & Tony Read at their shared selling 
tables in the “main” hall.  
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Howard Lyons’ Orange Stamps & Coins and 
Tony Read shared a space in the “large” hall 
selling numismatic items. Tony Byrne from 
Canberra was there, as were two other not-
known-to-the writer coin/banknote dealers.  
Downies’ had booked a space, but had not 
turned up on the Saturday.  

 
The thing that was missing was a stamp dealer.  
Howard Lyons said he would have liked to 
have taken some stamps & accessories, but 
there simply wasn’t the room.  
 
Your editor visited Bathex on the Saturday 
afternoon & there were good crowds there. 
Howard Lyons said that the Saturday morning 
was extremely busy.  In terms of visitor 
numbers Bathex seems to have been a success.  
 
One of the great strengths of the show was 
the gem and mineral displays, the mineral and 
lapidary sales tables and the out-door tail-
gaters.  
 
There were antique sellers, rare book dealers 
and postcard vendors.   Your editor came 
home with a few nice postcards – bought not 
for the “picture” side, but the “stamp & 
address side”.  
 

 
Even the smaller “end” hall was full of exhibits 
 
The breadth and scale of Bathex 2015 was 
truly impressive and the Bathurst Club needs 
to be congratulated... It was a huge effort to 
make a great show.  
 
The last Bathex before this was held in 2010.  
The Bathurst Bicentenary is an occasion that 
warrants such a huge investment of time and 
resources.  Will we see another Bathex? 

 

 
Exhibits in the main hall 

 
 

OUR NEXT MIDDAY MEETING IS 

ON MONDAY 12
th

 OCTOBER 

2015 

 

Our next lunchtime meeting will be at midday 
on Monday 12th October 2015.   
We meet in the Orange Community 
Information & Service Centre, Kite Street.  
Access is from Woolworth’s car park or the 
Kite St entrance. 
 

If you haven’t been before, please come along. 
It’s an opportunity for swapping, for asking 
questions and for information.  
 

 

OUR NEXT CLUB ‘NIGHT’ 

MEETING, AFTER THIS 

ONE, IS ON TUESDAY 27
th

 

OCTOBER 2015.  

 

The next meeting, after this one, is on 
Tuesday, 27th October 2015 at 7.30pm.  
 

We always meet on the last Tuesday in each 
month at the Orange Information & 
Community Services building. Entry is through 
the kitchen at the back of the building, from 
the Woolworth’s Car park 
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NEXT MONTHLY ORANGE COIN 

& STAMP FAIR IS IN THE 

ORANGE CULTURAL CENTRE 

ON SATURDAY 3
rd

 OCTOBER 

 

Our next monthly Coin & Stamp Fair will be 
held on Saturday 3rd October 2015 in the 
main hall of the Orange Cultural Centre in 
Sale St. 
 

The Fair runs from 9.30am till about 1.30 
p.m.  Note the new hours. 
 

The venue for our monthly fair is the Orange 
Cultural Centre. It is held on the 1st 
Saturday of each month.  
 

The Orange Cultural Centre is the white-
stuccoed building, with trees out the front on 
the right as you enter the Woolworth’s car park 
from Sale St. Harris Farm fruit market is on 
the left.  
 

 

ITEMS FOR THIS NEWSLETTER 

AND CORRESPONDENCE TO 

THE CLUB 

 

Items for this newsletter need to be posted to 
the Secretary at the Club’s postal address: -PO 
Box 324 ORANGE 2800.  They can always 
also be e-mailed to: - ddolstra@bigpond.net.au 

-Or phone 63 614 872. 
The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are 
those of the editor & are not necessarily the 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club Inc. 

 
 

THANKS TO EXPO 2015 

SPONSORS - PLEASE SUPPORT 

THEM IN RETURN 

 

 Australian Stamp Professional 
magazine 

 Dot Richards for the main raffle 
prizes 

 Seven Seas Stamps 

 M.R. Roberts & the Wynyard 
Coin Centre 

 Jane Silvester of East Orange LPO 

 Orange Odeon5 Cinemas 

 Community Radio Station 107.5 
FM 

  

DEALERS WHO ATTENDED 

OUR 2015 EXPO – KEEP 

SUPPORTING THEM   
 

 A. Byrne Coins  (Tony Byrne 

from Canberra – PO Box 53, 
MITCHELL, A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 
6255 4044) 

  

 AAA Stamps (Steve Burton 

from the Central Coast.. ph: 0432 
540 760, email: 
aaastamps@yahoo.com.au  
World-wide stamps bought & sold 

  

 Phil & Win Morehouse, 

Bankstown NSW. Ph: (02) 9707 
4087, email: 
wmorehouse@netspace.net.au 

 

 Wynyard Coin Centre 7 

Hunter Arcade, Sydney, 2000 – 
Lower Concourse, Wynyard 
Railway Station; Ph (02) 9299 
2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710.Their 
e-mail address is 
sales@wynyardcoins.com.au  

  

 Orange Stamps and Coins 

(Howard Lyons) PO Box 9288, 
ORANGE NSW 2800; Ph/fax 
(02) 6362 2368; E-mail: - 
howard.lyons@bigpond.com 

 

DATES FOR 2015 

 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

meeting & monthly 
meeting, 7.30pm 
Tuesday 29th 
September at the 
Community Info 
Centre, Kite St 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 
fair, Saturday 3rd 
October 2015 9.30 to 
1.30, at the Orange 

mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
mailto:aaastamps@yahoo.com.au
mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
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Cultural Centre, Sales 
St, Orange 

 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

meeting, 7.30pm 
Tuesday 27th October at 
the Community Info 
Centre, Kite St 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club midday 
swap meeting, 
Monday 12th October 
2015, midday, at the 
Community Info 
Centre, Kite St 

 
 

Orange Coin *& Stamp Club 
Spring Fair 2015 
and Auction,  on 
Saturday 17th October at 
the Kenna Hall, 90 Hill 
St Orange, 9  to 5 

 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

meeting & monthly 
meeting, 7.30pm 
Tuesday 27th October 
at the Community Info 
Centre, Kite St 

 
 
ANDA / APTA Show, Lower Town Hall, 

Sydney, 1oth & 11th 
October 2015 

 

NORPEX 2015, Newcastle Philatelic 
Society is sponsoring 

NORPEX for National 
one-frame exhibits at 
Pioneer Hall, Cowper St, 
Wallsend, 31st October & 
1st November 2015 

 
Campbelltown Club’s Fisher’s Ghost 

Stamp Fair, Civic Hall, 
Campbelltown, Sunday 
1st November 2015 

 
Adelaide STAMPEX 2014 Modified 

National Stamp 
Exhibition, 10-12 
October, Drill Hall, 
Torrens Parade Ground, 
King William Road, 
Adelaide 

 
Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair, 21st & 22nd  

November 2015, at Sturt 
Primary School, 60 
White Avenue, 
Kooringal, Wagga Wagga 

 
Mudgee Club’s 4th Annual Banknote, 

Coin & Stamp Fair   
10-4, Sunday 22nd 
November 2015 at 
Club Mudgee 

 

Petersham SCDAA Stamp & Coin Super 
Fair, Petersham 
Town Hall, 107 
Crystal St Petersham; 
Sunday 29th 
November 2015 

 
 

 

THE NEXT LUNCH-TIME MEETING is at midday Monday 

12
th
 October 2015, at the Orange Community Information & Services 

Centre, 79 Kite St.  It’s a great opportunity to swap stamps.  No 
theme 
…………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 

Thanks to Australian Stamps Professional Magazine for their kind donation of back copies for 

our EXPO 2015. Pick the current issue up at your newsagent or email info@zoi.com.au.  Most 

Orange newsagents now keep it. 

   www.australianstampspr 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

mailto:info@zoi.com.au
http://www.australianstampspr/
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MUDGEE CLUB’S 4
th

 ANNUAL COIN, 

BANKNOTE & STAMP FAIR IS ON SUNDAY 

22
nd

 NOVEMBER 2015 at Club Mudgee 

$2 entry 

10am to 4pm 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Hunter Arcade, Sydney, 2000 – Lower Concourse, Wynyard Railway Station; Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax 

(02) 9290 3710.Their e-mail address is sales@wynyardcoins.com.au 
 

The Wynyard Coin Centre was a sponsor of our Expo 2015. Please support them. 
 
 
 

 
Howard Lyons & Tony Read at Bathex 2015 on Saturday 26th Sept 

 
 

 

Thanks to  

Orange’s ODEON5 Cinema 
for their kind donation of prizes for the Expo 2015 youth competitions 

mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
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ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB’S 
 

2015 SPRING FAIR 

& auction 
 

 

In the KENNA HALL, 
90 Hill Street, Orange 

 

DISPLAYS OF COINS & STAMPS, INFORMATION, 
VALUATIONS, CLUB STAMP & COIN DEALERS & 

AUCTION 
 

SATURDAY 17th October 2015 
9am to 5pm 

Admission $2, accompanied kids free 
 

Stamp & Coin Auction starts at 2.30pm 

Auction lot viewing from 9am to 12.30pm 
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ORANGE STAMPS and COINS 
P.O. Box 9288, Orange. 

Email: howard.lyons@bigpond.com 
Phone: 6362 2368 

 FOR ALL YOUR ACCESSORIES  
 
 

 
Catalogues are now in stock and available at the Cultural Centre  

----------------------------- 

 

 
2015 ANZACS Remembered 20c & $1 War 

Heroes – Set of 15 coins 
Is in stock and available at $195-00 per set of 15 coins.  

Limited quantity available 
 

mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
http://www.ebay.com.au/itm/Ultra-Rare-2015-Red-Poppy-1-plus-Anzacs-Remembered-War-Heroes-14-Coin-Set-/321762761513?pt=LH_DefaultDomain_15&hash=item4aea8e1b29
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MINT UNCIRCULATED 

An end to coinage? 
Over the past few years I have seen the occasional prediction that coins and notes will become redundant 
when everyone has a debit card to make all purchases. When I think of the number of shops I have seen in 
Orange alone that refuse eftpos transactions for less than $20 I can’t see coins and even lower 
denomination notes disappearing anytime soon. I understand from shop and business owners that they are 
charged by banks for purchases made with debit cards, which would presumably eliminate any profit in 
using debit cards for small purchases such as the CWD. 
 

The best coins for two up 
A recent tele ad depicts a game of two up with the pennies being very obviously Australian George V issue. 
I recall enthusiasts in years past commenting that the favoured coin for two up was the English penny of 
Edward VII. Prior to the first Australian pennies issued in 1911 the English Edward VII pennies would 
have circulated widely in Australia. This particular penny was so favoured because it was alleged to be the 
best balanced from one side to the other, ie., it was the issue most likely to have an equal chance of falling 
heads or tails 
 

Poetic Coinage 
 

Politics in eighteenth century Afghanistan were not much different from what they are today, although the 
struggle then was dynastic rather than ideological or economic. However, the coinage was far superior to 
the current rather bland issues, at least where the calligraphy and text are concerned. 
 

 
 

Ahmad Shah. 1747-1772 AD. AV Mohur (19mm, 11.04 gm). Meshhed mint. Regnal year 2? (1749 AD). KM 639; Album 3090.  

 
The inscription (translated) reads: - 

‘Command came from the powerful One, who has none like Him, to Ahmad Shah to strike on silver and 
gold from the height of the Fish up to the Moon'; 

 
Like many hammered coins the flan is too small to have the complete inscription.  I admit to being unclear 
as to the meaning of “from the height of the fish up to the moon”. Perhaps something has been lost in 
translation. 
 

The reverse inscription is a little more down to earth:: -   

'Minting [of] Holy Meshhed, year 2? of his reign, associated with prosperity’ 
 

Meshhed is now well inside Iran, the borders of Afghanistan having proved as unstable as its politics. 
 
Lawrence Sherwin        Photo courtesy of CNG. 

http://www.cngcoins.com/Coin.aspx?CoinID=50215
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CLIVE FEIGENBAUM AND THE GRUBBY SIDE OF 

MODERN STAMP COLLECTING 

 

According to Wikipedia who cited the website of his business Stampdile Limited, Clive 

Feigenbaum was born in 1939 and began selling stamps as a child. He reportedly had a stamp shop 

in Paddington in London at the age of 18 
 

He was expelled from the U.K.’s Philatelic Traders Society in 1970 for selling “labels resembling 

stamps” without indicating they were not genuine postage stamps. The Philatelic Traders Society 

role is to represent the interests of stamp dealers. Later, Feigenbaum claimed he had voluntarily 

resigned. He asserted that what he produced, printed & distributed, were British Local Post stamps, 

like what the Isle of Lundy, between Wales and Devon, issued. The Philatelic Traders Society 

asserted that these were little more than tourist labels and no postal service was provided.  He 

applied to re-join in 1984, but withdrew his application in the face of adverse publicity in the U.K. 

press about his business dealings. The Times on 4
th

 April1984 reported that “Six leading stamp 

dealers have said they would resign if he was readmitted.” 
 

In 1970’s, Feigenbaum persuaded the Laird of Staffa, Alistair de Watterville, to grant him the right 

to produce stamps for Staffa. He produced about 200 different issues inscribed “Staffa” and 

“Scotland”. They still regularly crop up for sale with bogus postmarks. The island had been 

uninhabited since 1798, but in the summer there was a daily tourist boat to inspect Fingal’s Cave. 

 

 
Staffa Island is uninhabited. Visitors go there in the summer to visit Fingal’s Cave 

 

 
About 200 different thematic ‘stamp’ issues have been produced for Staffa, often with faked 

postmarks. 
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He was charged in 1971 with 14 counts of receiving and handling stamps and proofs stolen from 

the British Museum. A curator at the Museum, James Mackay, and George Base were also charged. 

Feigenbaum allegedly received the stolen items from Mackay. They were exchanged for Winston 

Churchill stamps. Fiegenbaum strenuously denied the charges and was discharged by the judge.  

 

Feigenbaum is believed to have been behind the factious stamp issues, supposedly of Nagaland in 

India, in the 1970’s. Gold stamps, similar to those produced for Staffa, were produced in 1985. 

Phillips Auctioneers, in their sale of 25
th

 September 1985, disposed of bulk quantities of the stamps 

of Nagaland as well as those of Eynhallow and Dhufar. Gibbons Stamp Monthly commented; - “Not 

the sort of material one associates with Phillips sales. Most were offered in considerable quantities 

(several thousands), estimates were very low.  The common origin of the stamps of Staffa, 

Nagaland, Eynhallow and Dhufar was suggested, because they are commonly found together in 

collections.  

 

 
 

One of the Nagaland gold-embossed stamps 

 

 
 

A Nagaland stamp with fake postmarking. Nagaland is an actual region in India, adjacent to the 

Burma (Myanmar) border.  The stamps have no official or even local post status.  Their production 

was encouraged by a local separatist group.  They were never available in India. Feigenbaum’s 

organisation sold millions to collectors around the World. 

 

The complex story of the Dhufar stamps Fiegenbaum was allegedly producing is worthy of a 

second article.  These “stamps” were produced for a “break-away” group on the southern Arabian 

Peninsula seeking political control, and as a fund-raiser. Only one out of Dhufar’s many “issues” 

was postally valid, and this was for an issue from the group’s headquarters in Damascus in Syria.  
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Eynhallow Island is an uninhabited 75ha island in the Orkneys, between Orkney & Rousay. There 

is no ferry to the island, although the Orkney Heritage Society organizes one trip in July each year 

to visit the ruins of a 12
th

 Century church. 

 

 
 

 
Eynhallow stamps were all of thematic interest – designed to attract U.S. collectors.  

 

Clive Feigenbaum was in the news in 1979 over a dispute with U.S. Customs service about whether 

a 20% customs duty applied to the gold stamps of Staffa coming in to the United States.  These 

stamps were to commemorate the U.S. Bicentenary. They were sold in sets of up to 13 “stamps” at 

$20 each.  Thee total retail value of these imports was US$5.2million.  Feigenbaum asserted that 

the stamps were for a bone fide postal service and were therefore not dutiable. U.S. Customs 

pointed out, correctly that that Staffa is a remote, uninhabited Scottish island. The postal service 

consisted of no more than a mail box on a jetty, where, weather permitting, letters could be posted 

to the “mainland” of Isle of Mull. They argued that visitors only came from the “mainland”, since 

no one lived there, and that the mail service was no more than a tourist curiosity, and then only in 

summer. Fiegenbaum pointed out he had a contract with the islands absentee owner to produce 

“postage stamps” but even then then the owner had to provide the “service”. The owner, Alistair de 

Watterville, as Laird of Staffa, admitted in 1977, in an interview with The Times that the post box 
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had not been emptied since 1975.  At the time the British Philatelic Federation issued a warning 

that the stamps of Staffa had absolutely no validity as postage stamps”.  

 

 
One of the Staffa gold-embossed American Bicentennial £6 stamp 

 

In 1984 Clive Feigenbaum attempted to float Stanley Gibbons on the Unlisted Security Market in 

London. He was their chairman at the time.  This attempt failed because of newspaper reporting on 

his earlier business dealings. The Times used the word “disastrous” in describing the failed float.  

Soon afterwards they reported his resignation as chairman of Stanley Gibbons.  The London Stock 

Exchange had refused to allow dealings to begin. Feigenbaum ended up selling his 13.4% interest 

in Stanley Gibbons to Paul Frazer in 1989.  

 

 
 

 
 One of the corrected H.M. The Queen Mother gold £10 Bernera Islands stamps” 
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Other Bernera Islands £12 gold-embossed stamp issues followed 

 

 
There was also a bevy of Bernera Island paper stamp issues 

 

In 1985 Feigenbaum went back to producing gold stamps. He produced a commemorative series 

celebrating the life & times of H.M. The Queen Mother for the Bernera Islands, off the Scottish 

Coast. Bernera Island is a small, uninhabited, tidal island off Lismore Island in Argyll. It is a nature 

sanctuary.   It is not to be confused with larger Great Bernera Island, off the coast of Lewis, in the 

Hebrides, which actually has resident population. The “22 carat gold-embossed Bernera Islands 

stamps” had a face-value of £10. They ostensibly paid for the transport of a letter by boat to the 

Scottish mainland, even though there was no such regular service. There the letter(s) were supposed 

to have joined the U.K. postal system with the addition of a Royal Mail stamp.  In 1985 that cost a 

mere 17p for a 1
st
 Class letter and 12p for a 2

nd
 Class letter. 

 

 
These gold-embossed & paper) H.R.H. The Queen Mother stamps were supposed to have been 

destroyed, but remain widely available 

 

In 1985, Clive Feigenbaum was the organizer of a series of gold-embossed and paper stamps for 

Tanzania, to commemorate the 85
th

 birthday of H.M., the Queen Mother. These stamps had to be 
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reprinted when it was found the legend stated “H.R.H., The Queen Mother” rather than her correct 

title, “H.M. The Queen Mother”.  The stamps, printed at Holders Press, were eventually re-issued 

on 30
th

 September 1985.  The incorrect first printing, while not issued in Tanzania, was not pulped 

or re-melted, but instead sold openly to collectors around the World.  The British Crown Agents 

strongly urged that they be destroyed, but they are still readily available on e-bay.  

 

In the mid-1980’ Feigenbaum’s companies were mentioned in litigation relating to tax shelter 

schemes in the United States.  The companies involving Fiegenbaum were registered in Liberia for 

tax reasons. The U.K. Sunday Times ran a story that Fiegenbaum and others had created a complex 

scheme involving so-called “stamp masters”,  i.e. the printing plates for Scottish Islands issues, 

which were transferred between companies to obtain a tax advantage. The judge described this as 

an “abusive tax shelter” and a conspiracy to perpetrate a tax fraud”.   The ruling of the judge was 

upheld on appeal. The appellants were prevented from continuing with the philatelic tax shelter. 

 

Clive Feigenbaum became the chairman of the Philatelic Distribution Corporation.  In the 1980’s 

they were involved in a complex court case involving an alleged fraud in relation to a contract with 

the Government of Tuvalu (formerly the Ellice Islands). It centred on the deliberate production of 

stamps with errors – produced for re-sale on the philatelic market - at hugely inflated prices.  

According to an article in the New York Times “The P.D.C. produced 14 000 deliberate errors: 

stamps with inverted centres, missing elements or perforation varieties, which it sold for inflated 

prices”.  

 

In 1989 the British High Court ordered Fiegenbaum to hand over all stocks of Tuvalu stamps after 

the Tuvalu Post Office claimed he was printing stamps without permission. British police had 

already seized 7 million stamps of which 1.5 million were believed to contain errors. In 2014 the 

population of Tuvalu was only 10 069 – that’s a lot of stamps for that population – especially since 

literacy is not high. Feigenbaum was brought to court for not obeying an earlier court order of June 

1989.  The Tuvalu Attorney General asked that Fiegenbaum be imprisoned for contempt of court. 

He was fined £3 000 & sentenced to gaol, but immediately released on appeal.   The appeal was 

heard in October 1989 when the fine of £3 000 was upheld, but the gaol sentence and cost of £100 

000 were set aside.  

 

The matter came to a head in 1992 when the fraud trial began. After 2 months of legal argument 

and evidence Fiegenbaum was cleared at the judge’s direction. It was deemed that there was 

insufficient evidence. Fiegenbaum asserted that he had contractual permission to produce varieties. 

 

 
The Leaders of the Worlds – Locomotives series, for instance, involved 800 different stamps.  

Most of them were not cheap to purchase.  
 

The Philatelic Distribution Corporation, and its predecessors, Philatelists Limited and Philatelists 

(1980) Limited, had organised Format International Security Printers Limited (FI), a firm founded 

in 1967, to produce all their stamps.  Fiegenbaum was chairman from 1986 until it was liquidated 

in mid-1980.  Format International produced stamps for a number of Commonwealth countries. 
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Included in these countries issues were the infamous Leaders of the World series. This series 

included many unnecessary stamps most of which were sold to thematic collectors in the U.S.  

Built in to these issues were deliberate errors, as in the example of Tuvalu.   Sadly, Tuvalu was the 

only country that ended up taking them to court. 
 

In 2001, Feigenbaum’s Stampdile Limited was fined £5 000 in the Harrow Magistrates Court for 

distributing Star Wars and Teletubbies stamps which breached their trademark protection. 

Feigenbaum was fined £1 500 personally over the matter. 

 

 
A typical Easdale Island stamp issue 

 

Clive Feigenbaum was the major landowner on the island of Easdale in western Scotland. His firms 

produced a bevy of dubious stamps for Easdale. He bought an interest in the island for £300 000 

with a view to producing Easdale stamps.  The islands web-site (now defunct) in 2000 proclaimed 

“…the stamps were certainly not used for postage on this island, or in the U.K.”.    His efforts were 

not always to everybody’s interest.  Mrs Frances Shand-Kydd, mother of Diana, Princess of Wales, 

threatened to sue Fiegenbaum in 1998 after he produced a stamp of Diana meeting Mother Theresa. 

A local was quoted in the Sunday Times on 19 September 1990 as saying “It is bloody embarrassing 

at times; he sells these stamps to the Japanese. We even had the Japanese ambassador phoning to 

complain that the Japanese emperor was featured on one.  [Bill] Clinton and [Monica] Lewinsky 

were on another.”  
 

In 1998 Stampdile Limited obtained notoriety for producing sheet stamps for the ex-Soviet 

Territory of Abkhasia (part of Georgia) which also featured a cartoon of Bill Clinton & Monica 

Lewinsky. Georgia announced the issue as illegal, but no one took their protests seriously. 

Stampdile Limited has since been involved with a company called the Belarusian International 

Stamp Company, of Belarus. Together they produce stamps for other legitimate and “unofficial” ex-

Soviet Territories. 
 

Clive Fiegenbaum died in 2007. The ownership of the common land on Easdale transferred to his 

son Jonathan as did Stampdile Limited.    

 

Stampdile Limited is still very much in business. If you look at their web-site you can see all of 

their latest thematic issues for Mali, Guinea-Bissau, Republic of Niger and Togo.  The cheapest 

stamp offered costs £5.50.  How many of these can be purchased at post office counters in these 

countries?  Is local postage that dear there? 

 
This article has been mainly compiled from on-line Wikipedia entries and that source is 
gratefully acknowledged.  
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LETTERS FROM JACK  

Part II: Prelude to a War: Waiting for Action in Malaya    
 

 

 
Thousands of Australian troops arrived in Singapore in late-1941 

 

Jack writes from Malaya.  The War against Japan is still 3 months away. 

The censored letter had no stamps because stamps were in very short supply in Malaya and 

Singapore.  As well as the Field Post Office No. 17 postmark of the 8
th

 Division Postal Unit (used 

at Segamat, Malaya from August 1941 to January 1942 letters were cancels by Seramban Postage 

Paid date-stamp.  Surface mail letters up to 4oz were free for servicemen. Air mail to Australia was 

charged at the rate of 25cents.  Mails were delivered and collected from Field PO 17 by a fleet of 

trucks which serviced all the camps. 

 

        “NX 30607 

        Gnr Foster J 

        2/15 Field Regiment 

29
th

 Battery 

“B” Troop 

26-8-41 

Dear Mum and Dad, 

Just a line to let you know I received your letter O.K.  It came yesterday. There has been a 

hold up in our mail & that was the first issue since arriving here.  Got to hear you are all 

getting on O.K. as it leaves me here. 



 - Page  - 21 ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR SEPTEMBER 2015 

 

We arrived her on Friday 15
th

 [August 1941] & were issued a dose of Malayan weather for a 

kick off; it was very hot when we pulled in to the wharf; also very clear, but by the time we 

had disembarked it was pouring rain & continued till we reached this camp.  We have had 

on the average 2 showers daily & take no notice now of getting wet, which is an everyday 

occurrence. The sun soon dries you. 

I don’t mind the climate at all for we hardly wear a shirt in camp & you can imagine how 

brown I am.  Our camp is in a rubber plantation but one side is not far from the jungle area 

& up to date we have only killed about 3 snakes. So the native raptors have not troubles us 

at all. But it will be different, I guess if we are shifted out into the lightly inhabited area. 

Where we are now is very thickly populated with natives; in fact there is a village every 

mile or so. As far as I can see the main products here is rubber, coconuts & bananas. The 

first thing that strikes me from visiting a native village at night is they remind you of 

Australian towns on Xmas Eve. All the shops are opened {?] & stalls are everywhere.  If 

you want to buy anything you have to drive a hard bargain & try to cut the price by a third 

of what they ask. As soon as the Aussies arrived prices simply flew sky high.  Up to the 

present time I haven’t been into any of the large towns – only the villages. We are supposed 

to go on leave to-nigh. Whether we will or not is hard to say. There is a lot of [redacted] in 

our Camp. So it looks like we are in for a [ redacted] any tick of the clock.  We did get leave 

[redacted].  I spent a good night; the most pleasing sight was when we went into the 

ANZAC Club. There were English women working there & they are the first Europeans we 

have spoken to since leaving Perth – that is, of the fair sex.  
 

Every mode of travel is very cheap – just for example we [redacted, but maybe Kuala Lumpur] 

for 2 dollars (that is about 6/- in our money)] – not bad.  The hardest thing to get used to 

here I guess would be the smell. – But that is supposed to be the glamour of the East.  The 

cities are nothing like ours. There are deep open drains in all the streets – the footpaths are 

also very narrow.  The native buildings [are] very ramshackle and on the nose. What 

European buildings we saw were very neat & modern.  I suppose it was all over the papers 

& the wireless about our landing here? 

Mum, would you believe it, but I was in a small village here and got into an another to go 2 

miles back & who should be in the same bus but Ray McMillan. There were two of them in 

the corner & I asked about Ray and you can imagine how surprised I was when he said it 

was me   He is very brown & I hadn’t much to say to him, for they were getting out of the 

bus when I asked.  I expect to meet him any day when on leave now – we get off an evening 

and a night every 6 days – not bad.  
 

I havn’t received the parcel yet but I guess it will arrive later. 

We are also taken on tours occasionally – they are enjoyed by all. . We are also doing a fair 

amount of route marching – to toughen us up – and it is hard to believe – but no one seems 

to complain for they do us the world of good.  

 

We have lots of beds to sleep on now. They are of wood with rope criss-crossed for a spring 

mattress – about 18 inches off the ground. They protect us from snakes. We also have sheets 

& a pillow-case & a mosquito net of heavy quality to sleep under. . The tents are not too 

crowded – only 5 in each. We also have a box to keep our clothes in& another thing for 50 

cents a week we can have a native boy to make our beds and clean our boots. I and my mate 

have one – so you can see our life is very easy and the duties are no so bad.  

 

I also hope to send some snaps in the next mail, Mum; and as the news seems to be vary 

scarce, I will say adios to you with all my love & don’t worry for I will ne O.K.  



 - Page  - 22 ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR SEPTEMBER 2015 

 

Cheerio Mum & Pop; write often, for you don’t know how much we look forward to the 

letters from home. . Tell [??] I will write to him in the next mail – give my love to them all 

at Eum[ungerie].  

     Your loving son, Jack 

PS Mum dear – the articles we need most here are Johnstone’s Baby Powder & tobacco. 

The last is very hard to get. Cigarettes are very cheap but you soon get sick of them. Love. 

Jack 
 

 
The cover, above, containing Jack’s letter of 26

th
 August.  was posted on the returning troop ship  

HMAS Katoomba 

 

 

Another letter dated 29
th

 September followed. War with Japan & their invasion of Malaya is only 9 

weeks away.  

 

        “NX 30607 

        Gnr Foster J 

        2/15 Field Regiment 

29
th

 Battery 

“B” Troop 

A.I.F. Malaya 

20-9-41 

Dear Mum 

Just a line to let you all know that I am still amongst the living & feel O.K.  Hope you are 

all the same.  I am pleased to hear that Pop is getting on O.K. and doing odd jobs for that is 

a sure sign he is on the up-and-up & should not be too long before he is himself again  Does 

he still spend so much time studying & listening to War news? 

 

We are now camped up in the Country and all the country near us in an unprotected area – 

so we have to be very careful * keep all parts of the body covered at night for all mosquitos 

carry some sort of fever- that and other diseases seem to be our biggest & worst enemy – for 

it doesn’t look like the little yellow Japs are going to do any shifting [in] this direction – 

worse luck    
 

How is the crops etc. at home. I only hope that Lance for I would like to see him get 

something for the hard work he does.  I haven’t received the parcel you sent yet, but as we 

have had no surface mail yet, that is to be expected. One is expected any day now and we 
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are all looking forward to it, I don’t mind saying. We still play plenty of sport here, hot as it 

is – such as cricket, tennis, soccer & hockey. I have taken up hockey now and like it very 

much. One or two of this troop has are the only ones who have ever played before – the rest 

of us are just beginners. But if I say so myself we should have a good team in a few weeks; 

one day soon we are going to have a practice against the natives.  One thing over here there 

is no shortage of – and that is rain.  It is now winter, so Lord knows what it will be like in 

the summer- nothing else but wet weather, I guess.  I have had a letter from Jean Leggerth 

& Aunty Myrtle – all their folks were well.  How is Kevin going at school & his sketching? 

You want to make him take lessons Mum, for I think he will do well at it.  
 

 
Note the censor’s redacting of the 2

nd
 letter from Malaya from Jack. 

 

“I have been to a few of the villages and find that they are far cleaner than around 

Singapore, for hardly notice the smell.  At one of them a few nights ago we were lucky 

enough to witness one of the yearly rites. The first thing to catch our eyes was the thousands 

of small candles lighted all along the gutters in the street.  They led to a table where their 

religious leader sat at the head of & what a feast there was on display – food & drink of all 

descriptions – and plenty of it.   We were told that was to drive all the bad spirits away for 

the following year – also to protect them from the storms next month, which I did hear are 

very severe.   We were in the village a few nights ago and talked about sparrows you havn’t 

seen any, yet they lined the telegraph wires, both sides of the street in millions; they were 

packed on the wires wing-to-wig the full length of the main street. I havn’t seen Ray since 

that first chance meeting so Lords knows when I will strike him again, now that we have 
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left Singapore . Mum, would you get Jack Pye’s address so that I will be able to drop him a 

line. We are all so very comfortable in this camp, Mum, so you need not this last few days 

but that is to be expected as the summer months are near.  There is only two seasons. So, 

Mum, as news is scarce I shall close – reminding you to keep the chin up always, cheerio 

with love to all. 

      Your loving son  

       Jack” 

 

 

 

Another letter dated 8 October 1941 followed: 
 

The stamps stamp supply situation became worse. The covers for the letters below, show the Field 

Post Office No. 17 postmark of the 8
th

 Division Postal Unit. This was used at Segamat, Malaya 

from August 1941 to January 1942. Letters were later cancelled by the Seramban Postage Paid 

date-stamp.  Surface mail letters up to 4oz were free for servicemen. Air mail to Australia was 

charged at the rate of 25cents.  Mails were delivered and collected from Field PO 17 by a fleet of 

trucks which serviced all the camps. 

 

 
The 3

rd
 letter showing the Field PO No 17 date-stamp.  

 

        “NX 307 

        Gnr Foster 

        3
rd

 Field Rgt., 29 Battery, B troop 

        A.I.F. Malaya 

        8 October 1941 

Dear Mum  

Just a note to let you know I am feeling O.K.  – hope this finds you all well.  I received your 

parcel and one from the Comfort Fund O.K.  Thank them for me also – inform them that all 

articles are acceptable. I had another letter from Auntie Jane in the last mail. She writes very 

regular. I have also answered Max so he should have received it by this. So sorry to hear 

that sis has lost her baby & sincerely hope she is O.K. by now. How is things in general at 

home Mum & how are the crops like. Auntie said they were fair so I hope that a good 

season seems to be the thing this year. 
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We had a solid week’s duty last week; it was worth the inconvenience, for now we have had 

5 weeks solid training before we do duties again – it is a better idea.  Our training is on the 

tough stage. Now the marches are through the jungle we have to hack our own way through 

working by the compass all the time & getting experts now for we have never been far off 

finishing up picked off by our own troops commander. Up till a couple of days ago the 

weather had been perfect for over here. Here seems to have been a change coming over for 

now we have wet conditions. There are only two seasons here – summer and winter and 

only 2 degrees difference in the temperature. So they may as well call it one season. & be 

done with it.  
 

This camp is supposed to be the best in Malaya – quite passable as a camp goes. I havn’t 

been in any better in Aussie.  We are not far from a village & have plenty of night 

entertainment there such as pictures, dancing at the cabaret and now there is a travelling 

vaudeville show there. I went the first night, and thought the show rather good; some of the 

acts were as good as I have seen in Australia.  
 

Last Saturday some of the natives in the village shot a tiger not far from here.  That is the 

first we have seen yet. One of the sergeants from 39
th

 Battery bought the skin for 5 dollars. 

It was supposed to be a man-eater, rumoured to have killed a few old Chinese men – not a 

bad size – measured 7fy from nose to the butt of the tail – weighed about 140lbs.    From 

now on Mum, we should have a few trips to different parts of Malaya at the week-ends.  So 

should have something to write about then.   

To-day is my birthday and am having a very quiet time. I am on the hut orderly’s job so 

havn’t left the camp to-day at all. The only things we have against it here is that there are 

not enough of our own race here & again as  it doesn’t look like there is much chance of us 

getting in to any action we all wish to be sent to the Middle East. 
 

I am sending a few snaps in the letter Mum also a few stamps for Kevin. 
 

How is Joyce and Jean – well I hope?   You can inform them Mum I don’t intend writing 

her. I hear from them Mum and that’s final.  Has Fraser been to see you again?  I am 

expecting a letter from her now.  Mum, whenever we get back home again & anyone offers 

tinned food for me to eat I sure am going to blow up, for nearly all we eat is tinned – even 

the butter.  We also had a change last night for tea; we were issued with a bottle of beer per 

man – not bad for soldiers.  We also play plenty of sport and are just about in the peak of 

condition.   

Well Mum that seems to be all for the present sis I will close now with love to all.  Hoping 

to hear from you. 

      Your loving son 

Kevin” 
 

The Japanese Army and Navy Marines had not yet begun their invasion. That happened on 6
th
 December. It 

was a few hours before Pearl Harbour was attacked. Part of the tragedy of the Malayan Campaign was that 

Japanese spies were closely following every movement of the Australian, British & Indian troops. 

Everywhere they were making maps and sketches of our military installations.    

The fact that Jack did some jungle training was significant. The Japanese had been doing similar training in 

Formosa for 2 years in preparation for their invasion of South-East Asia.  

When their invasion did start, British and Australian troops mostly kept to the roadways & were continually 

outmanoeuvred. The Japanese came in from behind - through the jungle.  They had taken the trouble to map 

all the pathways years previously. The only Australian victories occurred when they too learned to 

outmanoeuvre the Japanese by coming through the jungle and avoiding roads. 

 

 

To be continued…. 
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